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ROYAL  NORTHWEST  MOUNTED  POLICE 

Schedale  of  Reports,  Correipondence.  Ac.  concernintc  the  death  of  the   late 

Inipector  F.  J.  Fitzgerald  and  party,  on  the  lIePher»on-Daw»on 

Patrol.  1910-11. 

■J.  OriKiiiul    iiulriK-tioiin    rr    Mi-I'IhtxhiI >iiu'-,i>ii    |uitr<>l    u^iutl   liy    thi-   Coiiiiiii"- 
dioiitT,  lt<*ifitiu 

2.  letter   from    Siipt.   Sn.vdrr.   I)iiwm>ii,  dulatt    Fi-liruury   '>X,   1911,   otntinir   llinl 

('urporul    Dfiiip^ttT  hull   Irfl   tn  ItM-nli-  iIh-  iiiiH>>iii|;   imtrul,  bikI  ili'tniliiijc 
urtion  tiiki'n  prior  t«i  lii>i  tli'it|iiitch 

3.  Coiiiiiiiiiiirulioii  friiiii  Supt.  Snyili-r,  diili"«l  I)nw»on.  April  IS,  1911.  trnnnniit- 

tinir  Ciirporul  l>('iii|>'l<'r'«  I{o|M>rl  un  tlif  Hiiclinir  of  the  b<Hlicii  uf  the  laic 
Iimpcftor  FitzRrrulil  nixl  party 

4.  I)f>tput<h  from  Supt.  (i.  K.  Saii<lfr«.  <laie<l  Athal>a»kH  I^ndiiiK.  May  11.  1911, 

forwiiriliiiK  CoriMirul  Soukt."  Hc|Hirt  on  tlir  burial,  iiicinorial  wrvioM,  tec. 
tluti'.l  Fort  M.|'li.r»oi..  .Mur.li  i>.  UMl 

5.  lA-tttT  from  till-  ('omiiiiH>iiiiifr.   Hairiun.  ilutol   .May  S,   UMl,  lraii»niitliiiir  the- 

tliury  of  lM-|H<tor   FitZ(ri-rul<l.  with  hi*   (the  ('omiiii*t<ioii<-r'>)   remark*  a* 
to  thi'  pn>liulilf  ixpluiuitioii  of  tl atUKtropho 

g.  Copy  of  th.    Diury  uiol  Will  of  tin-  luli-  Iii»|ii-«tc.r  FitzKcraM 


Ut>v\i.  N'oKTiivM^sT  M"i  >T»J>  1'oi.in:. 

K»:.;iNA.  Moy  10.  1910. 

Sir. —  I  huvc  tlu-  honour  to  inform  you  thut  I  liuvr  iii<truftc<i  Iii«|M-oinr  FilJtfff'raM 
to  putrol  from  Fort  Mrl'iMTBoii  to  Duw^on  m-xt  winlor. 

Thii  will  fiinhlf  nir  to  gvl  into  iliro-t  i-onimuiiiruiion  with  him  hy  tclom'aph.    Flfr 
exiMcto  to  nuih  Daw-ion.  1-2-11. 

The  u-unl  putrol  from  l)awM>n  will  not  Iw  enailf. 

I  havi'  t\w  honour  to  he.  *'\r. 

Your  obctliriit  ^cn-uni. 

(S<L)      A.  BOWKX  I'KKKY. 
Ton 
in-  I  .  -N|itr.  i..r. 

R.  X.  M.  Polirr. 
Oltuwrn. 


M^^^Wt 


ROVAI,   NlHtTUWKST  MolNTKI)  POLICIC, 

Yi  KoN  Tkhhitokv, 

'  I')  '  DlVl.SlON  Offk'K, 

Dawson,  Y.T.,  February  28,  1911. 

Siu, — As  wo  lia.l  been  notified  that  a  patrol  would  be  made  this  season  from 
McPherson,  by  Inspector  Fitzg-erald,  about  the  end  of  January,  we  commenced  look- 
ing for  and  making  inquiries  concerninf;  it  from  Imliaiis  who  came  over  the  route 
which  the  patrol  would  probably  follow. 

As  time  passed  and  the  patrol  did  not  arrive,  we  began  to  Ik>  somewhat  anxious, 
and  on  the  20th  instant  a  party  of  I)idians  arrived  in  Dawson  from  the  Peel  River 
district,  one  of  whom  bad  been  with  the  Police  patrol  for  some  days. 

From  information  received  from  this  Indian,  T  wirgd  you  on  the  20th  as  follows: — 

Fort  McPherson  Indians  arrived  here  to-day.     One  of  the  party  was  with 

Fitzgerald  to  head  of  Mountain  creek,  where  he  was  discharged  on  New  Year's 

day.     Indians  state  Mountain  creek  twenty  days  from  Dawson,  easy  travelling. 

Another  band  from  Hart  River  Divide,  where  patrol  should  pass,  saw  nothing  of 

them.     Latter  Indians  nine  days  from  that  point  to  Dawson. 

The  Indian  from  whom  I  obtained  the  above  information  stated  that  the  party  of 

Police  had  missed  the  trail  and  had  arrived  at  the  Indians'  camping  ground,  some 

distance  up  a  river,  and  that  he  had  been  employed  to  set  them  on  a  right  trail,  and  on 

January  1,  as  he  was  apparently  no  longer  required,  he  was  discharged. 

Anticipating  instructions  from  you,  I  immediately  commenced  preparing  stores, 
men,  &c.,  for  a  patrol,  bringing  in  Corporal  Dempster,  who  has  been  over  this  route 
several  times.  Unfortunately,  the  telegraph  wire  belonging  to  the  government  was 
down,  on  account  of  severe  heav.y  winds,  and  I  had  a  telegram  to  you  sent  via  Eagle, 
Valdez  and  wireless.  The  American  wire  went  down  and  we  were  completely  isolated. 
I  did  not  wish  to  start  the  patrol  out  as  it  was  possible  you  might  have  some  special 
instructions  concerning  it,  but  m\  the  receipt  of  your  telegrams  of  the  21st  and  24th, 
which  only  reached  me  on  the  27th.  I  was  prepared  to  send  the  patrol,  and  this  date  J 
wired  you  as  follows: — 

Patrol  leaves  for  McPherson  to-day. 
The    Indians    also    reported    that    previous    to    leaving   McPherson    for    Dawson, 
Inspector  Fitzgerald  had  made  a  patrol  to  Herschel,  and  that  his  dogs  were  not  in  the 
best  of  condition. 

The  patrol  which  left  here  to-day  consisted  of  the  following:— 
Reg.  No.  319.3,  Corporal  Dempster,  W.J.D.  (in  charge). 
Reg.  No.  4937,  Constable  Fyfe,  J.F. 
Ex.  Constable  Turner,  F. 
Indian  Charles  Stewart. 
Dempster,  Fyfe  and  Turner  were  members  of  the  patrol  last  year,  and  Stewart 
had  made  several  trips  to  McPherson.     They  are  taking  three  dog  teams  of  five  dogs 
each,  but  the  heavier  loads  are  being  freighted  to  the  head  of  the  Twelve  Mile  by  horse 
team,  a  distance  of  60  miles. 

I  have  instructed  Con^oral  Dempster  that  if  he  obtains  any  important  informa- 
tion, to  send  it  in  at  once,  even  if  he  has  to  employ  a  courier    to    do    so;    and    any 
information  received  will  be  forwarded  at  once  to  you. 
.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)       A.  E.  SNYDER,  SupL, 

Commanding  ' B'  Division. 


KoVAL   NoKTIIWfJiT   MuLNTUt  I'uLKt. 

Viiio.N  Tkkhitukv. 
The  Coninii«»ion«.  -Ij-    xjnwu,,,  OrriciL 

H.X.W.M.  I'olict..  U*«»-.N.  V  T     A..r,i  ,,    ,..!, 

KcKiiiu,  Sunk. 

•M.  IMIKUSON  IJAWSON  I'A  I IJ.  -l 
Siu,— Ou  tli«j  ioth  ]-fbru«ry,  in  coii*«t)UCMce    of  au    imerview    I  Iwtl    with    an 
ludiaii  iiuiirhI  E«uu,  arriviiiK  hen.  from  iIm?  vicinity  of  Fort  Uil'tu.r»on.  1  wired  you 
Hi   follow*  :~ 

•fort  AlBc|.lu-r«on  Iniliun*  urriveJ  hero  to-<luy.  Ono  of  ilu*  parly  wa*  with 
KititKi-rulil  to  tho  lieu<l  of  M-untuin  eii*k  whore  he  wan  di*fhan{iNl  on  X<.w 
Vfur'n  Day.  Indian*  »t<it<>  Mountain  orwk  twenty  day*  from  iJawiton,  ea-y 
travilling.  Another  hun.l  fr.,ni  Hurt  Uiver  Divide  where  patrol  .hould  pa.* 
»uw  nothniK  of  them.  Ijitt.  r  Indian*  nine  day*  from  that  point  to  l)aw»on.' 
At  the  *unie  time  I  |.roee.-.h^l  to  u»*inhle  a  purtv  whieh  I  diHined  would  U' 
ne.v**ur>  to  «.nd  out  to  ii,ve,tiKate.  I.  therefore.  ..n  the  <i«in»  dav  wir.-.|  lte«.  Xo 
311».t  Corpl.  l»4m|H.ter.  W.l.l)..  to  e..nie  from  Forty  Mile  to  I»uw*on  with  hin  il.gn 

liifortunutely  at  thi*  moment  the  win-  wont  down,  and  although  I  endeavoure.1 
to  get  in  touch  with  you  over  the  American  line*,  it  wa*  not  until  tJie  JfTth  Fehruary 
that  I  re.tiv.Hl  vonr  .l.»inite  in*truclion-i.  The  party  Ixinv  in  readinc**.  h-ft  the 
>amc  .lay.  I  attach  hereto  a  c.py  of  instruction*  ^iven  to  C.rpl.  DemiMter  The 
party  .•on*i«tetl  of  |{e«.  X...  :im  Corpl.  I)emp*tor.  W.J.I).,  in  charKe  lUg  X..  45»t: 
(•on*l.   Fyfe.  .J.F..  ex-Con-t.  F.  Turner,  an.l  a  half-hr.-.d  nam<-.|  Charh*  Stewart 

I  niM.|  not  Ko  into  particular*  ..f  the  «ad  di*c.,vcrics  made  t.y  the  patrol.  „,  thai 
i*  he.nK  fully  dealt  with  by  Corpl.  Den.p-ter  in  hi.,  report,  which  I  forward  her^-with 
ApiKMd.d  al*o  I,  n  statement  of  monicr«  and  pro^-rty  han.ied  over  t..  me  hv  Corpl 
I)ompr«ter.     Draft*  in  .vonr  fuvor  an-  jnehH.^1  a*  follow*: 

()„..  ..nvcl..,*.  cntainiuK'  1   l.t.cr  addr,-,*,.!  C..n.n.i^i..ner  of  C,.,t..m*.  draft  for 

uT$:\m"'  *'  "■  "'  ^"'"  *"*'•-•'■•  •■'"•'•"'•  *'«•""'  '•>•  •'^-  K.  A.  S..|ia 

•  ),,e  enveloiH.  .-ontaininK  draft  for  |«W>:  ch^pie  *i^i.N|  hy  F.  .S.  K.  Wi»M-nde„ 

One  cnvclo|H.  conlainintr  I  c|„..|ue  *iKn.-.|  |,y  A.  X.  HIake  for  ♦l<Xt.«.', 
One  I'liitiuc  xixni-d  by  J.  .Som.r*  for  t.'iO.L».'i. 

•>' iivelop,.  containinir  draft  for  $;.'«1. 

With  rcMMct  to  tin.  la.t  nunti..n..l  cnvel»,H..  you  will  n..te  that  it  i*  marked 
.ont.nKent  money.  I  d-  not  kn..w  h.,w  nnnh  nn-ney  In*pr.  Fiti:«,.r«ld  had  wln-n 
l.av,n«  Mel  her,..n  hut  I  do  kn..w  of  one  ex|».nditur,.  of  fcj  |,..  made  to  Indian 
K-.aii.  f..r  ^  .lav*  at  |«  (ler  dn-m.  a*  irui.le. 

I  n.l.r  ..paratc  cover  I  an.  *cndinK  you  «  *mall  tin  l».x  c..ntainin«  «  will  f„„„d 
....  I..M.r  I  .t/Kcr»M.  aUo  hi*  d.ary  wh.ch  w«*  f..und  under  the  h.Mli.M  „f  Om.tahle* 
l..vl..r  and  K.nney.  All  heavier  matter  will  U-  a«*emhle<l  in  one  par«vl  and  f..r 
warded  hy  cxpre**. 

In  .H>ncl.,*ion  I  would  draw  t..  your  attention  tU.  really  r,.mnrkahle  work  done 

..V  th.*  potrtd.     (  «nd.  D,-mp*ter  an.l  all  meml^.r*  of  hin  partv  are  de-ervinR  of  t|„. 

h.Khe*t  prn.*e.       X..t  .miy  .li.l  they  make  thi*  patrol  in  r-^-.n!  time,  which  wn*  all 

tl..    ,„   r..  r.,„nrkahle  «.  tlM.y  hn.l  f.  *ear..h  the  river,  while  travelling,  whieh  nroe- 

n  |..nKer.  hut  they  travelNnl  at  a  time  when  travellinir  i«  much  mor,. 

int  of  .oft  «n..w.  hiirh  win.U.  hiin.linir  Knowntormn   *c 

"     !  to  ni.hop  T.  0._gtrinipr.  ..f  Dnw*..u, _ 

I  aL...  inoT.>M»  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Ifc-v.  C.  E.  Whittaker.  V 
I  have  tho  hon.uir  to  lie.  .dr. 

Your  .d<edionl  .prranl. 
(Sird.)       A.  F„  SXYDFR.  .Supt.. 
Commandut^    'R'    fhriirinn.  R.y.W.M.  Poli't. 


Dawson,  February  27,  1911. 

CoRiM,.  De.mi'.stkh,— You  will  Iciivc  td-iiKirrow  iiKirniug  for  a  patrol  over  the  Fort 
MePhorson  trail,  to  locate  the  whereabouts  of  luspr.  Fitzgerald's  party. 

Indians  from  MePlierson  reported  him  on  New  Year's  Day  at  Mountain  ereek. 
Fair  travelling  from  Mountain  creek  about  20  days  to  Dawson. 

I  umlerstand  that  at  Hart  IVwcr  Divide  no  niatlcr  wli:it  i-oiit.'  be  took  be  would 
have  to  cross  this  divide.  I  tbiid<  i(  would  br  advis;dilc  to  uniki-  tor  this  point  and 
take  up  his  trail  from  there. 

I  cannot  give  you  any  specific  instructions;  you  will  have  to  be  guiiled  by  cir- 
cumstances and  your  own  judgment,  bearing  in  mind  that  nothing  is  to  stand  in 
your  way  until  you  have  got  into  touch  with  this  party. 

Keep  me  posted  when  ojiportunity  occurs  of  your  movement  ,  even  to  the  extent 
of  sending  a  courier  in  when  one  is  procurable,  that   is,  iimvidcd  you   have  anything 


:<{  importance  to  report. 


(Sg.l.)       A.  E.  SNYDER.  Supt.. 
Comma,ndinq    'B'   Division,  B.N.W.M.  Police. 


TlOYAL   NoHTIIUT.ST    Mol'NTKIl    Pol.ICi:. 

D.uvsoN,  Y.T.,  April  IT.  1011. 
'  B  '  Division. 
The  Officer  Commanding, 

'  B  '  Division,  K.N.M.  Police, 
Dawson,  Y.T. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  Dawson- 
MePherson  Relief  Patrol,  of  which  I  was  in  charge. 

On  February  27,  1911,  I  received  the  f^illowing  instruction*  from  the  Officer 
Commanding  '  B  '  Divisioin : — 

You  will  leave  to-morrow  morning  for  a  patrol  over  the  Fort  McPherson 
trail,  to  locate  the  whereabouts  of  Inspector  Fitzgerald's  party.  Indians  from 
McPherson  reported  him  on  New  Year's  day  at  Mountain  creek.  Fair  travelling 
from  Mountain  creek  about  twenty  days  from  Dawson.  I  understand  that  at 
Hart  River  Divide,  no  matter  what  route  he  took,  he  would  have  to  cross  this 
divide.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  for  this  point  and  take  up  his  trail 
from  there.  I  cannot  give  you  any  specific  instructions;  you  will  have  to  be 
guided  by  circumstances  and  your  own  judgment,  bearing  in  mind  that  nothing 
is  to  stand  in  your  way  until  you  have  got  in  touch  with  this  party.  Keep  me 
posted,  when  opportunity  occurs,  of  your  movements,  even  to  the  extent  of  send- 
ing a  courier  in  when  one  is  procurable,  that  is,  provided  j'ou  have  anything  of 
importance  to  report. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  I  left  Dawson  at  1  p.m.  on  February  28,  accom- 
panied by  Reg.  No.  4937,  Const.  Fyfe,  J.  F.,  ex-Const.  F.  Turner  and  Indian  Charles 
Stewart,  with  three  dog  teams  of  five  dogs  each.  Reg.  No.  4847,  Const.  Brackett,  R., 
with  t«am  accompanied  me  as  far  as  Power  Plant,  some  48  miles  from  Dawson,  haul- 
ing the  heavier  part  of  our  outfit,  thus  giving  our  dogs  a  chance  to  get  into  condition 
before  commencing  the  harder  part  of  the  journey. 

After  arrival  at  the  Power  Plant,  on  the  Twelve  Mile  river,  we  loaded  our  tobog- 
gans, and  got  an  early  start  on  the  morning  of  March  2,  and  followed  the  usual  route. 
On  March  12,  we  struck  an  old  trail  on  the  Little  Wind  river,  about  12  or  l.'i 
miles  from  its  mouth.  We  could  only  see  this  trail  in  places  over  the  bars,  as  the 
river  was  flooding  and  obliterating  it.  We  could  pick  it  up  in  places  between  this 
point  and  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  could  not  determine  whether  this  was  Inspector 
Fitzgerald's  trail  or  not,  as  it  was  possible  it  might  have  been  an  old  Indian  trail.  I 
figured  that  if  this  was  Insi^ector  Fitzgerald's  trail  he  must  have  turned  back,  as  at 


one  point,  name  ili'tiint'e  above  wlu-rf  tlie  rivi*r  i*  narrow  and  ilifro  is  a  three  mile 
portage,  I  »aw  no  «iirn  of  the  trail,  ami  aicain  hail  he  icoiii>  up  tlu-  Littif  Wind  and 
liii««ed  Forrt-^t  i-rwk,  and  i-ro»i>«Hl  the  .livide  by  any  oilier  rrtfk  leadinff  to  the  wrtt- 
ward  out  of  tin-  I.itth-  Wind  it  would  bring  him  to  the  Hart  river,  where  he  would 
■trike  un  Indian  eau'.p  or  au  Indian  trail,  a*  there  were  Indian*  eani|>ed  at  different 
pointii  on  the  Hart  river. 

I  (onlinuetl  on  ilown  tlu*  Little  Wind,  piekinit  up  the  trail  and  lutini;  it  affain, 
and  saw  no  oiKii  uf  a  eanip.  At  tlu*  month  of  the  Little  Wind  I  emild  mv  no  tiipa  of 
the  trail,  and  thinkinK  it  |M>««ible  that  he  had  made  a  Miii>take  and  ifone  up  ttie  Wig 
Wind,  I  left  Fyfi-  and  Turner,  and  with  the  Indian  Stewart  I  went  up  thi<  liie  Wind 
for  «oiiie  c|iatan<v,  criMwinK  and  ni-riHtint;  the  river  from  bank  to  bank,  M>ar<-hini;  for 
rtoine  itiun*  of  a  trail  hut  i'i>uld  Huil  no  truee  of  one,  no  we  returrmi  and  the  whole 
party  <-<iiitinued  on  ilown  tlw-  ISii;  Wind  river.  We  pulle<l  into  coiiie  timlier  to  ramp 
for  the  iiii;ht.  and  I  ran  e  aer..-*  n  niirht  eouip  whieh  hail,  in  all  probability,  bwn 
made  by  the  nii«-<iiiir  parly.  We  >«*  old  butter  tin»,  i-orned  Uvf  tin*,  ami  a  piee«  of 
a  flour  nai-k  marketl  '  R.X.W.M.  I'oliee,  Fort  Maepher«on.' 

The  next  morniuK  we  followed  their  trail  from  thi»  |Miinl,  and  had  iM-en  travelling 
■bout  two  hour*  and  c-ann-  ncroiK  another  of  their  night  eain|M.  The«e  two  camp* 
being  no  elo««!  together,  I  (nneludeil  that  the  party  mu«t  have  Ir-ou  nturning,  hut  for 
the  reitt  of  tlM>  day  I  eouM  tind  no  trace  of  their  trail.  The  following  mnrniiig  I  again 
pieked  up  their  trail,  and  fi>r  the  la»t  M  n:ile<  on  the  lUu  Wind  we  were  able  to  keep 
the  trail  fairly  well.  Wi-  pui^etl  what  apixan-d  tn  Im-  three  i.f  their  night  lonn**,  and 
theite  were  all   within    !■'•   milii*.     The  fullowing  morning  we  eaiiie  a>-ro«*  another  at 

*  Waugh'i  Tent,'  and  thit  wa*  alxmt  five  niilet  from  their  ln>t  eamp.  At  tlie  mouth 
of  the  Kig  Wiml  f<ir  the  ili»tan<v  of  about  |iMI  yard*  the  »now  wa*  blown  off  the  ice. 
leaving  the  old  trail  hard  an<l  !>tanding  high  off  the  ifv,  and  on  thii  trail  we  could 
diittinctly  *vv  the  imprint  of  ^iiowsIhm-'*  hemliiig  down  river. 

On  the  following  morning,  Mnreh  111,  in  a  little  eabin  about  nix  miU>«  up  Moun- 
tain criH'k.  we  found  eaehi-.!  u  toboggan.  wrupiH-r.  and  »even  wts  of  harnei««,  dog,  and 
on  icarehing  alxiut  I  found  the  paw'<  of  a  dog  and  a  ithouhler  blade,  off  whieh  I  could 
M«  the  meat  had  l>o.-n  riMike<|  and  eaten. 

Although  everything  along  the  Big  Wind  river  ■w«-nK'«l  to  indicate  that  the  party 
had  retunie<l  to  .Mel'hi-rson,  thi«  di*eover)-  wat  the  tir»t  jMXtitive  proof  that  they  had 
turneii  back,  and  nUo  that  they  were  ■•hort  of  provition*.  Kven  at  this  tiiiK-  I  cMuId 
not  bring  mvtelf  to  iM-lieve  that  they  hail  Ufn  rom|>elleii  to  eat  their  ilng*,  a*  I  found 
a  ver>-  KUiall  ipiantity  of  drit>tl  ti.th  in  a  corner  of  the  cabin  above  meutioitcd.  which 
indieuteil  that  they  ntill  hu<l  drieil  ri'<h  with  them,  and  I  felt  contident  Uiat  the  party 
had  n-turn*^!  to  .Mcl'her«ori  in  iiafi-ty. 

In  ero««iing  the  Itig  Portage  we  naw  little  tign»  of  them;  we  were  able  to  follow 
their  trail  with  ditfieulty.  We  oaw  an  oo-asional  camp,  but  nothing  to  «how  that  it 
WB«  one  of  their  cump^. 

On  the  evening  .if  March  :;<>  we  arrivnl  at  a  cabin  known  a*  'Colin'*  Cabin.' 
U'tween  .V>  and  lUi  mile«  from  .Mc|'her»on.  Thiii  cabin  i*  nituali'ti  on  a  high  bank,  and 
I  couhl  Mt!  no  trail  lending  up  to  it.  but  n->  it  wo*  getting  dark  I  de<Mdc<l  to  pull  up  to 
it  and  camp.     In  tlii^  cabin   I  ^aw  a  couple  of  packages  on  a  lM>am.  an<i  I   remarked. 

*  I  wonder  what  old  Colin  ha<  cache»l  up  thenv'  Stewart,  the  Indian,  -toiil  he  would 
pull  it  down  anil  -mt.  nnil  we  then  ili<«siven»«|  the  di*|uili-h  bag  anil  a  bag  of  mail. 
The«e  I  toi>k  |>.>.M"..iiin  of  and  took  on  to  thi-  fort. 

Kven  with  thi*  diii<-overy  I  did  not  think  that  any  unlowani  ac<'i<lent  had  oceur- 
red  to  the  party,  but  thought  it  »trange  that  they  hail  not  -lont  l>ack  for  it.  I  thought 
the  iwrty  had  l>e«'n  «>niewhat  hard  pr«iw«-J  and  had  put  off  everything  poAnible  to  make 
their  loail  light,  with  the  intention  of  p»tr>lling  back  again  for  tln-ir  laihc.  I 
thought  that  nftrr  :in<liiiif  the  tevcn  -.••t*  of  .)..<  birii.x*  (bev  •till  li:i.l  (■«  .  ti  .1111*  nf 
four  dogi  eacli 


Tlic  iollowiiifi  iiH.nniijj;.  uIk.uI  ten  miles  from  this  .•abiii.  on  llie  Seven  Alile  I'or- 
tage,  J  i'oiiiul  a  tent  and  stove  aloiifrside  the  traih  There  were  also  tent  poles,  and 
a  plate  and  thermometer.  1  could  find  nothing  else  here,  so  proceeded  on  for  about 
ten  miles  when  I  found  a  toboggan  and  two  sets  of  dog  harness  out  on  the  river,  some 
100  yards  from  the  bank.  I  noticed  that  the  rawhide  ground  lashing  had  all  been 
cut  oflF.  Tied  to  a  willow  on  the  bank  was  a  blue  handkerchief,  the  trail  leading 
towards  it.  I  went  over  and  climbed  the  bank,  and  back  through  a  fringe  of  willows 
into  the  timber,  and  here  I  found  a  small  open  camp  and  1  found  two  bodies,  one 
of  whom  I  recognized  as  that  of  Constable  Kinney,  and  I  believed  the  other  to  be 
that  of  Constable  Taylor,  which  belief  was  afterwards  confirmed. 

Constable  Ta.ylor  had  evidently  committed  suicide  by  blowing  off  the  top  of  his 
head  with  a  30-30  rifle  which  he  still  grasped  in  his  left  hand.  Both  men  lay  in 
bed  side  by  side.  A  fire  had  been  at  their  feet;  each  lay  on  his  back;  they  had  three 
Alaska  sleeping  bags,  one  under  and  two  over  them;  there  wae  a  frying  pan,  camp 
kettle,  a  small  tin  with  a  few  matches  in  it,  an  axe  with  a  broken  handle,  axe  being 
very  blunt.  The  camp  kettle  was  half  full  of  moose  skin  which  had  been  cut  up  in 
small  pieces  and  appeared  to  have  been  boiled.  -  Beneath  the  robe  on  which  they 
lay  was  a  gunny  sack  containing  Inspr.  Fitzgerald's  diary,  some  old  socks,  duffles  and 
moccasins,  also  a  note  book  belonging  to  Constable  Kinney.  There  was  also  a  pocket 
baromeler  wliieli  had  been  borrowed  from  Mr.  Campbell  at  Red  river.  This  was 
found  out   iiTlei-wnrds. 

Oil  Cdiistniile  Kinney's  person  was  found  a  cheap  watch  and  chain;  on  Con- 
stable Taylor's  person  was  found  a  small  beadwork  firebag  containing  $32.'  Con- 
stable Kinney's  right  foot  was  bare  and  the  toes  had  been  badly  frozen,  and  one  toe 
appeared  to  have  been  cut. 

Vt^e  cnt  some  brush  and  covered  the  bodies  and  proceeded  on  towards  the  Fort, 
as  I  now  concluded  that  Inspr.  Fitzgerald  and  Special  Carter  had  left  these  two  men 
in  a  desperate  effort  to  reach  the  Fort  and  would  be  found  somewhere  between  this 
point  and  McPherson. 

On  the  following  morning  about  ten  miles  further  down  the  river  a  trail  appeared 
to  lead  towards  the  bank,  and  -while  feeling  for  the  trail  we  kicked  up  a  pair  of  snow- 
shoes.  We  then  climbed  up  the  bank  and  a  little  way  back  in  the  woods  wp  found 
the  bodies  of  Inspector  Fitzgerald  and  Special  Constable  Carter.  This  was  Wednes- 
day the  22nd  March.  Carter  had  evidently  died  first,  as  he  was  lying  on  his  back 
■with  his  hands  crossed  over  his  breast  and  a  handkerchief  over  his  face.  He  appeared 
to  have  been  drawn  from  10  or  15  feet  from  the  fire.  Inspector  Fitzgerald  was  lying 
on  his  back  on  the  place  where  the  fire  had  been  burning,  his  left  hand  on  his  breast, 
the  right  lying  almost  parallel  with  the  body  but  slightly  extended  outwards.  Two 
half-blankets  were  wrapped  around  him.  A  kettle  and  cup  and  a  blunt  axe  with  a 
broken  handle  were  near  him.  There  had  been  a  little  tramping  around,  caused,  T 
■suppose,  by  getting  firewood.  No  effort  of  any  kind  had  been  made  in  making  any 
kind  of  a  camp. 

On  the  body  of  Inspr.  Fitzgerald  T  discovered  a  gold  watch  in  a  little  sack  sns- 
Tiended  around  his  neck.  On  Carter's  body  T  found  a  Department  of  Fisheries  and 
Marine  cheque  for  $50  and  $7  in  cash.  His  toes  appeared  to  have  been  frozen 
and  his  fingers  were  bandaged.  The  bodies  of  all  four  were  in  a  terribly  emaciated 
condition,  the  stomach  of  each  was  flattened  almost  to  the  back  bone,  the  lower  ribs 
«nd  hip  bones  showing  very  prominently.  After  the  clothing  had  been  cut  off,  I  do 
not  think  either  of  them  weighed  a  hundred  pounds. 

Constable  Kinney's  feet  were  swollen  to  almost  twiice  their  natural  size;  Inspr 
Fitzgerald's  feet  were  also  very  much  swollen. 

The  flesh  of  each  man  was  very  much  discoloured,  beincf  a  reddish-black,  and  the 
skin  was  peeling  off.  They  had  put  on  all  the  clothing  they  had  with  them,  each 
had  on  two  suits  of  underwear,  and  the  usual  outer  clothing. 

We  covered  the  bodies  of  Inspr.  Fitzgerald  and  Carter  with  brush,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  to  MePherson  where  we  arrived  on  the  night  of  March  22,  about  six  I'clock, 
and  gave  the  police  there  the  first  intimation  they  had  of  any  accident. 


Tim  fullowiiiK  iii-riiiiiK.  Mur.h  i3.  ('..r|.l.  Soinir*  aii.l  (*on»t.  BUki-  ru.il.  I 
llirw  .lojc  tfuiiw,  iiM  the  |i«>li«-.-  at  that  |«.int  luul  ii<i  <l<>|ft  left,  and  at  noon  Corpl. 
Soiiu-nt  with  tw<.  liitlinni  left  for  th.-  i.-i-ni'  of  ih.-  traKwIy,  rrtuniinu  on  Maroh 
:;:.  with  the  four  UMlin.,  whiih  w«r.-  hii<l  out  in  thi-  .hun-h  at  Mi-IMnnKMi.  On 
Monday  tho  iTtli  I'orpl.  Soniir*  »tart«-<|  luukinK  «-offiii»  ami  this  work  wa»  rompU'tnl 
on  ih>'  :.'Nth.  I  aitxittt-il  him  in  covtrini;  tiu-m  with  black  cloth,  ami  tin.-  funrral  of 
ail  four  wa»  h.l.l  on  the  aft.>rn«H.n  «t  the  aanii-  daU-.  i.e..  March  2R.  the  four  Wine 
hiirii-«l  ill  one  (rrav»'.  »iilf  by  •iid<«.  Tin-  funeral  ll4•r^■i«•«•  wa»  read  by  lO-v.  ('.  K.  Whit- 
tuki-r.  (Iiurch  of  Knitland  Mi»>ioiiary  at  that  |a.int.  A  tirini;  party  of  live  men  firrd 
ihe  uxual  vollfyn  i.vi-r  the  n-niaimt  of  oiir  departiil  <-i.mrade«.  and  even  thouxh  lh«> 
fuiieriil  wax  held  in  thi»  imxtt  northern  part  of  the  Knipin-.  away  in  the  Aretie  ("irrle. 
hundre<I«  of  niilert  from  rivilization,  I  am  Klad  to  Ih>  able  to  a«i.ure  you  that  every- 
thinif  wax  done  in  connection  with  the  liuit  nad  rites  that  ••..uld  iKMitibly  lie  done  under 
the  circunnttam-.*,  an<l  I  am  nun-  that  the  relativ.ii  and  fri<'mU  of  each  ili-<'.-a»«l 
will  be  trlud  to  know  that  it  wii*  po»tible  to  have  Chriittian  burial  •ervi<-«si  read  by 
an  ordaiiiol  .Miniilcr  of  the  (i<M|iel  over  the  reniaiiwt  of  thi-ir  loved  om-*. 

The  (jrave  wa«  left  o|ii-n.  and  forpl.  Somers  i-t  to  obtain  a  i-opju-r  kettle  and  rut 
out  the  names  of  each  man  an<l  attach  it  to  the  coffin,  no  that  each  can  bo  identiriml. 

The  money,  valuubles.  4c..  found  on  the  bmlii-*  of  tin-  in«n  T  tuniwl  o?er  to  Corpl. 
."^omcr*.  but  the  dopatch  hajr,  n:ail.  wBl<he«.  money  in  despatch  baif.  return*.  *c..  I 
brouKht  to  Dawson  with  me  an<l  tiirnisl  sunie  ovi-r  to  the  offitvr  conimamliiiir. 

The  i^jt-ct  of  the  relief  patrol  havinir  Imcii  su.-.-i-sfulIy  aci-ompli-iutl.  my  party 

I.  ft   .M.l'herson.  on  our  return  trip  U<  I)uw« .n   .March  'Mi.  arrivinir  at  the  Power 

Plant  on  the  Twelve  .Mile  on  the  niornini;  of  April  U'..  ami  I  trit-.l  to  get  the  Dawson 
offic««  of  the  Yukon  (!old  ("ompnny  but  wa.  iinuble  to  do  «o.  but  I  left  wonl  with  the 
man  in  chartfc  that  if  1m-  could  if'''  Dawson  to  s«nd  wonl  to  the  officer  commaiidinR  a* 
to  the  nsult  of  the  patrol. 

I  arrived  in  Duwson  on  the  mornini;  of  the  17th.  a  team  and  *\v\g\\  havinir  be«n 
•  lit  down  river  to  me»-t  me.  Tin-  balance  nf  tlw  patnil  arrival  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  iaiiie  date,  all  in  rimkI  health,  uml  the  doRs  in  very  Rood  condition.  The  eye*  of 
•  ach  man  of  my  parly  were  quite  son-  from  the  effects  «>f  the  sun  and  iinow,  and  several 
of  the  doK»  had  s«>re  feet.     N'olhiiiK  of  s|iecial  note  oi-curroil  on  the  return  trip. 

Ill  condu-ioii.  I  Ufl  called  on  to  make  the  followiiiK  nniarks.  I  aaw  the  list  of 
provisions  at  .Mcl'henton  which  the  ill-fated  parly  took  with  them,  and  wan  inue.i 
-iirprised  at  tin-  small  <piantitie»  taken,  in  fact.  I  fiid  certain  that  tlk-  party  niuU 
liiive  been  on  short  rations  |iiii|;  iM-fore  tliev  turniil  buck. 

rnder  the  U-st  pos^ibh dilioii->.  without  anv  delay  of  any  kiiul.  I  ilo  not  think 

llie  party  hud  Hutlicieiil  rations  to  hist  tlain  from  .Mcl'henton  to  Dawson,  but  if  they 
bad  kept  on  the  riitlit  trail  they  would  have  Kot  throUKh  all  riirlit,  as  they  would  have 
met  with  si'veral  bands  of  Indians  from  whom  they  could  have  purchaMnl  ample 
-iipplies  of  dried  meat.  fish.  kr. 

.\»  to  their  ilo^s  I  can  say  nothinit.  a*  all  the  information  I  could  iratlier  at 
Mcl'hersoii  wns  that  they  wert-  in  fair  rondition.  Tlw  Indian  I-^au.  employed  by 
Iiis|Mi'tor  Kitxfferald.  wa*  only  cmplcyed  to  iruide  them  over  the  Hiir  Portaffe.  and  wu 
then  dis4-hari;e<|. 

.\l  Mcpjiersoii.  a  will  was  found  on  InsiMTtor  Fitwi-nibr*  I><hI.v.  which  had 
■  viilcntly  Ixi-n  written  with  a  burnt  stick  of  woo<l  a  very  -liort  time  hofort-  death. 
t'orpl.  Soniem  will  collc«-t  and  |iark  up  tlx-  effe<ts  of  each  of  the  unfortunate  men.  and 
liuve  same  in  readinc**  to  vnd  to  Kexinn  when  the  uteamer  calls  on  tiM'  o|ieiiinK  of 
iinviiration. 

The  following  in  a  copy  of  my  diar>- : — 

February  i«. — licft  at  1  p.m..  arrivetl  at  Twelve  Mile  at  S..10  p.m.;  wcatlier  warm, 
trail  irtHNl. 

Man-h  l.--Ix>ft  Twelve  Mile  roadhou«<-  at  «  a.m..  arrivr«l  at  Power  House  at  3J0 
p  m.,  and  loaded  tobnggani  ready  for  early  morninn  start.     Ks-Const.  Turner  fma^ 


10 

both  feet  on  Mnrch  2;  15  below,  worm  in  the  afternoon.  Left  Power  House  8  a.m.; 
from  hero  to  Tombstone  the  river  was  badl.v  flooded.  We  all  got  wet  and  stopped  at 
10.30  a.m.  to  change  our  footwear,  as  our  moccasins  were  frozen  stiff.  In  p.m.  we 
encountered  little  water,  lower  glacier  wi\>;  dry,  and  for  a  little  over  a  mile  the  ice  was 
liiie  glass;  it  was  a  slight  up-grade  and  we  could  make  very  little  headwa.v  as  the  dogs 
could  hardly  stand  up  on  the  ice. 

We  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  over  it,  and  had  to  cut  footholds  in  the  ice  with 
an  axe.  It  was  here  that  Turner  froze  his  feet,  and  the  frost  bites  caused  him  con- 
siderable trouble  for  some  ten  days,  as  it  caused  him  a  great  deal  of  pain. 

March  ,*!. — Left  camp  at  7.4.'J;  was  troubled  with  very  little  water  to-day,  trails 
very  good.  The  big  glacier  was  very  slippery,  and  we  had  the  same  difficulty  as  yester- 
day.   Camped  in  the  last  timber  on  the  Twelve  Mile  at  4.30  p.m. 

March  4. — Zero,  light  snow  fall,  cold  wind  on  the  Blaekstone,  cleared  up  in  p.m. 
Left  camp  at  7.30  a.m.  The  glacier  in  the  Pass  was  dry;  this  was  about  a  mile  long 
and  a  steep  up-grade.  We  had  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  up,  and  this  was  also 
the  case  on  the  two  glaciers  on  the  Blaekstone,  very  hard  on  both  men  ami  dogs,  could 
not  get  footing  and  we  lost  a  lot  of  time.  Made  lunch  at  Michel's  cabin,  and  camped 
in  the  willows,  about  four  miles  above  Blaekstone  cache,  at  6.1.'')  p.m.  Very  little 
snow  along  here;  moss  and  grass  showing  up  all  along. 

March  5. — 10  below,  windy  and  snowing.  Started  at  7.40  a.m.;  lost  about  an 
hour  getting  up  the  hill,  had  to  cut  and  shovel  out  snow  and  then  double  up  dog 
teams.  It  was  a  hard  pull  going  over  the  hills  to  Christmas  cache,  where  we  arrived  at 
12.25  p.m.  Made  dinner  and  started  up  Christmas  creek  at  1  p.m.,  and  made  Michel 
summit  at  4  p.m.;  trail  drifted  and  very  heavy  and  hard  to  find.  Made  first  ti.mber 
on  Michel  creek,  and  camped  about  five  miles  down  creek  at  7  p.m.;  trail  down  this 
creek  very  bad,  drifted  full  of  snow,  head  of  creek  very  narrow  and  the  snow  blows  in 
off  the  hills.  Men  and  dogs  very  tired  to-night;  the  wind  was  blowing  a  gale  down 
the  creek;    no  dry  wood  here. 

March  6. — Zero.  Strong  wind  all  last  night  and  this  morning.  Trail  down  to 
the  big  glacier  very  bad,  had  to  walk  alongside  the  toboggans  to  keep  them  on  trail, 
snow  was  crusted  and  very  heavy  walking.  It  was  the  same  on  all  the  portages.  About 
3.30  we  got  into  water  about  a  foot  deep,  and  we  all  got  wet,  moccasins  frozen  and 
we  could  not  wear  snowshoes,  so  we  camped  at  4.15  p.m. 

March  7. — 15  below,  strong  wind  and  snow.  Started  7.45  a.m.;  trails  fairly  good, 
making  good  time  for  about  an  hour  qnd  a  half,  when  we  struck  a  lot  of  water  which 
delayed  us  for  about  two  hours.  Got  the  sleds  in  about  18  inches  deep.  Stopped  for 
lunch  at  11.35,  and  changed  footwear.  Got  over  divide  between  Michel  creek  and 
Little  Hart  river,  and  camped  in  Martin's  cabin  on  the  Big  Hart  at  4.35  p.m.  Gale 
blowing  from  north,  snow  drifting  badly,  trail  over  divide  full  and  very  heavy. 

March  8. — 62  below,  cold,  clear.  Started  7.45  a.m.  trail  for  greater  part  of  the 
way  to  Canyon  and  Wolf  creek  was  very  heavy,  and  sometimes  we  could  not  find  it. 
Between  the  glaciers  also  it  was  very  heavy.-  On  the  first  glacier  above  the  canyon 
we  got  into  water  about  a  foot  deep,  and  lost  about  half  an  hour.  Camped  about 
4.30  p.m.,  on  the  upper  end  of  the  second  glacier. 

March  9.— 50  below,  cold,  thick  fog  on  glacier.  Started  at  8  a.m.,  encountered 
water  on  glacier.  Made  upper  canyon  portage  at  9  a.m.  and  from  there  to  upper 
glacier  trail  very  heavy.  Upper  end  of  this  glacier  badly  flooded,  and  we  had  to  circle 
round  n  great  deal  to  avoid  the  water.  Across  the  (Jivide  from  Wolf  to  Forrest  creek 
the  trMil  was  full  and  very  heavy.  We  have  now  come  to  the  end  of  old  trail. 
( 'jiinpccl  at  5.20  p.m.,  about  two  miles  from  the  glacier  on  Forrest  creek. 

March  10.— 15  below,  windy  in  p.m.  Started  7.45  a.m.,  heavy  breaking  trail 
down  Forrest  creek  most  of  the  way,  made  Little  Wind  at  2.15  p.m.,  was  good  going 
to  the  portage  which  we  made  at  3.15  p.m.  Breaking  trail  across  portage  very  heavy, 
camped  4.45  p.m.,  at  lower  end  of  the  portage.  This  is  the  last  camping  place  for 
some  distance.       Gale  blowing  up  river  to-night. 
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Murih  11. -ij  UIow,  tlrouK  win.l,  i..ki.'>.  Slj«ru-«1  ut  7.40  •.m.;  cncouulfit^ 
littlt  wuttr  fill  upiKT  «iiil  d(  Kl«<i<  r.  iJuriiiK  lln  »flirii'.«iii  »•  lidil  it  un  at  dml  of 
trouLK-  with  wmtT.  lit-  fl<io.IiHl  ull  .-v.r.  hikI  Iiu<I  !>../■  ii  luii  ii..i  ,ir..i.K  .  u.-ukU  Iu 
iiirr.v  •K<l.  l^ml  u  lot  of  time,  bml  to  jjo  through  wultr  -.vvral  tiiii.^.  i,aW-  blowiutf 
up  rivjT  nil  iiioriiiiiK.  mi'l  it  **«"  hitlfrly  toM.  It  iibat«-<l  •oiimhIiui  in  thf  afl«rnouu, 
hut  wux  Ktill  very  loM.     ('uiii|m-.|  ut  4..I«»  i».iii. 

Murrh  l:i.-4i  L.-|..».  .-..I.!.  f.'Kifv.  SliirliMl  at  ;.4«»  um  .  i.ulIiM^'  .,s.r  Lur-  |>art 
of  tiliif.  Buti  purt  of  liuu-  K'hhI  jsoiiiK.       Struck  an  oM  Im.  lably 

lliv  trail  of  till'  KiiiEi;<-riiUr*  purt.v.       \Vi>  i-ouM  liiitl  it  •  '  (ful 

whi'lht-r  it  wni  |M.li<T  irnil  or  iiii  liulian  trail.       It  wo«  i:  .i«  il 

Will  rtoo«li-i|  ovir.  hut  we  rouM  i>i<-k  it  uji  on  tin-  hum  towur.j.  ij..  ii>.  .,ii,  ..!  ti..  rivtr. 
Made  th<-  KiK  Wiiiil  nt  2.tto  p.m.  Siiuurt  uml  iii.VM-lf  wi  lit  up  the  Kii;  Wiml  fur 
Koiiii-  (lintuiici-  rriMiaiiii;  iiiiil  rf<-ruii«iiiK  tiu'  rivir  from  hunk  to  hunk  tr.viiiK  lu  fiiui 
tract'*  of  u  trail,  hut  without  lUcctM*.  Came  huck  uikI  pr>Mi'c<lc<l  ijown  the  rivrr. 
Came  ui-roAn  trail  aKuin  ami  fo|lowi>^l  it  hack  until  wc  h>«t  it  in  u  Hoo<U-<|  part,  and 
then  followtnl  it  ilowii  uml  l<>;.t  it  ui;aiii.  At  -l.-l.')  p.m.  we  pullol  ucrooit  river  to  m>iiio 
tiinher  to  cuinp  aii<l  fouiul  one  of  their  oM  eam|M  for  which  we  haii  been  lookinR  all 
day. 

.Mun-li  1.1. —4'>  U'low,  chur.  thick  foj:  over  o|hii  water.  Siarteil  ut  7.10  a.m. 
ricked  up  <dd  truil  in  plncf'x,  but  wu«  not  uhh-  to  follow  it.  It  went  iiroiind  th<< 
river  iiiHteail  of  ifoiiiR  over  portuffe.  Oointr  in  pluci-*  wa«  rimkI,  hut  a  irnnt  deal  of 
it  wu»  over  cniNted  miow  which  wji->  Imil  for  tlu-  ihiPt'  fixt.  I'u-miI  uiiother  of 
FitZKerald'd  niffht  •■umiw  uU>ul  four  niilcx  distant  from  the  other  one.       ramite*!  at 

.'..Mo  |i.ni..   ohoul   MVeii    liiili'^   below    Deception. 

.March  14.— .'10  l»|ow.  chuidy.  liuht  «ii..w.  F/^ft  at  7.-l.'i  n.m.  Ila.l  a  littlp  very 
t'lMxl  Koiiik'  hut  mostly  viry  henvy.  Picki-d  U|i  truil  n  few  tiiiuii.  hut  wire  iinnhle 
to  follow  it  until  we  Rot  to  the  low.  r  end  of  the  river  thi«  nftenioon,  when  wc  were 
iihle  to  foUow  it  fuirly  well.  \Vi-  pii!t*<d  three  of  the  Fit/jreruhr*  niirht  cnmp.;  they 
are  not  iiion>  than  five  milco  npnrt.  The  numlM-r  of  h'm  ni|;ht  camfM  in  «<>  «hort  a 
dintfliici*  inilicute<i,  I  think,  thut  he  had  returiic<l  north.  CriiHteal  ^now  very  had  on 
doift'  fe«'t  and  we  arc  unable  to  nuikc  ijimmI  time. 

.Mun-li  1.'.-  -l.'>  Ih'Iow.  ch-ur  in  n.m  .  clmidy  uml  wunn  in  p.m.  .*Nl«rtiil  ut  7  •.'.'>  u.in. 
Trail  ver>-  heavy  all  day.     .»<nw  purt  of  ohi  iruil  nt  the  mouth  of  the  Kill  Wind  which 

ii  hurtl.  nnd  w >iild  diitini.'ni>tli  uii  old  •iiowkIhh-  track  which  wn*  headed  down  tlio 

river.  Truil  lend  to  mouth  of  Mountain  creok  innteud  of  takini;  portairc.  It  i«  about 
three  milei«  further  to  go  nroiind  than  to  take  |K>rlaffe.  ('ampe*!  about  four  milni  up 
crtvk  at  .'>.^  p.m. 

March  Irt.— Z«'ro.  cloii.ly;  ttartod  ut  7.4.'.  n.m..  reuchid  tli.'  ••nbin  nt  0  n.m.  In  il 
I  found  cachwl  a  tolH.itKan,  wrnpp«T  nnd  •»>vcn  (h-t*  of  .|..|r  hnriu"«  which  I  hor«»  no 
.loubt  wiTc  cnclM>«l  h.-n-  by  Fitxfrerul.r*  purtv  <.n  llwir  r>>tiini  trip  to  McI*h4>r»on. 
In  cabin  nUo  wc  found  the  puw«  of  n  do|t  cut  off  nl  tite  knee  joint.  nl«>  n  «houIdpr 
blade  which  had  U'cii  cokitl  ninl  the  fle«h  evidently  eaten.  In  a  corner  lh4>r«  was 
nl«o  a  litth-  .Irii'il  wtiite  ti»h.  The  Imil  nil  the  way  up  the  cn-ek  wb«  very  heavy, 
weather  wurm,  >now  <u.fi.  t'umpe.l  at  4  p.m.,  nl  the  f<.oi  of  the  Itiir  Hill.  Do^^ 
t.M>  tinil  to  un  to-niirhl.  I  went  to  top  of  hill  nfler  mnkinir  .-amp  I..  bn>ak  trail  and 
ninke  il  ea«i.>r.     .\ll  the  wny  up  the  cre«-k  tlw  Imil  w«*  drifle<l  full. 

Mareh  17.—  .'.  above,  ch.u.ly.  win.lv  ..n  hill.  fStnrlcl  nl  7.4.'.  a.m.;  rraelte*!  t.ip 
of  fir*l  hill  at  0  n.m.  Mn>h<  CarilMni  n.>ni  river  nt  4  p.m.:  Irnil  I. .-day  wa*  full  and 
very  heavy.       <'am|M<<l  nl  .'..:?«>  nlM.iil  .1  mih-*  up  the  north  f..rk  ..f  the  river. 

Mnreh  I.**.— 12  alx.ve.  .Imidy :  utarte*!  at  7.40  a.m.  Trail  up  iIm*  CarilMm  very 
heavy,  river  vi-rv  crooke,!  nnd  hend*  nf>r-nor'  we«l.  Went  up  to  near  a  lanre  lakr 
nii.l  liirne<l  to  riirht  an. I  •lorle.l  over  .livide;  there  i*  n"  hijr  hill.  T^avinr  Carihoa 
river  We  Irnvelled  n>.r'ea«t  by  nor'  iIm'  (rrenler  part  of  the  lime,  tlien  kept  a  litlU 
more  to  north.  Ilnd  jfreul  .liflUcully  in  findiiitr  trail.  Thi«  wi-lion  of  .t.iintrv  n.-w 
In  all  of  IK.  Il  hn<  Ix^Mi  up  and  liown  hill  all  aflenioon.  TIte  cniinlrr  •^•rerrd  wit') 
nniill    iipriic<>.     Mn.h>   Trail    nrft   ■!    5.4*'>   p.m..   and    eampnl    at    A..tO  p.m.     Hard 
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day;  (logs  and  men  very  tired.       Think  route  wc  followed  to-day  much  longer  than 
going  over  the  mountain. 

March  19. — l.")  below,  cloudy;  snowing  all  afternoon.  Started  at  7.40  a.m.  Trail 
down  Trail  river  very  heavy;  camped  at  .5.1.')  p.m.;  about  .'i  miles  from  Peel  river. 

Alareh  20. — 13  below,  dear;  started  7.40  a.m.;  trail  heavy  most  of  the  day.  Made 
t'olin's  cabin  and  camped  at  fl.l5  p.m.  Found  two  packages  in  cabin,  one  apparently 
tiuiil  and  ot'ier  containing  dispatch  bag  marked  R.N.W.M.P.  ?2vidently  cached  here 
by  jiispr.  Fitzgerald  to  lighten  up  his  load. 

March  21. — 2!)  below,  cloudy  a.m..  clear  in  p.m.  Kcached  portage  at  10  a.m., 
at  11.4.'>  a.m.  found  tent,  tent  poles,  and  stove  alongside  trail  in  the  middle  of  a  lake. 
Reached  Peel  river  again  at  2.15  p.m.  At  3  p.m.  about  two  or  three  miles  below  por- 
tage found  a  toboggan  and  two  sets  of  dog  harnes*.  All  ground  lashings  had  been  cut 
ott'.  Tr;!il  led  into  bush  and  on  following  it  we  found  bodies  of  two  of  Fitzgerald's 
)iarty,  one,  that  of  Constable  Kinney  whom  I  knew,  and  the  other  I  concluded  to  be 
that  of  Constable  Taylor.  The  latter  had  evidently  committed  suicide  by  shooting 
the  top  of  his  head  off.  Evidently  starved  to  death.  Found  camp  kettle  half  full 
cf  moose  hide  cut  in  small  pieces  which  had  been  boiled  for  a  stew.  Camped  at  'lAH 
p.m.     Covered  bodies  before  we  left  them  to  proceed  on   onr  journey. 

Iklarch  22. — 23  below,  cloudy,  cold,  raw  wind  from  nor'west.  Started  at  7.25  a.m. 
At  8.30  I  found  an  indistinct  trail  leading  to  the  bank.  While  feeling  for  trail  at 
the  foot  of  bank  found  a  pair  of  snowslioes.  Climbed  bank,  which  was  a  high  cut 
bank,  and  on  going  into'  the  bush  a  little  way  found  bodies  of  Inspector  Fitzgerald 
and  ex-Constable  S.  Carter.  .  Latter  had  evidently  died  first,  as  he  had  been  laid  out, 
hands  crossed  over  breast  and  face  covered  with  handkerchief.  He  was  lying  on  his 
back.  Inspector  Fitzgerald  was  lying  on  his  back  on  the  spot  where  there  had  formerly 
been  a  fire.  Body  partially  covered  by  two  half  blankets.  A  blunt  axe  with  a  broken 
handle  were  lying  near;  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  tramping  around  as  though 
getting  firewood.  Covered  bodies  with  brush  and  proceeded  on  our  way  and  arrived 
at  MePherson  at  0  p.m..  and  notified  Corporal  Pomerv;  and  ('(mstablc  Blake  of  the 
fatalities. 

March  27. — Getting  out  supplies  for  return  trip;  loaded  toboggan>  for  early 
start.     Assisted  Corporal  Somers  preparing  coffins  and  bodies  for  burial. 

March  28. — Funeral  of  Inspector  Fitzgerald,  Constables  Kinney  and  Taylor  and 
ex-Constable  Carter  at  3  p.m. 

March  29.— Corporal  Somers  making  out  reports,  &c.,  and  did  not  get  ready  for 
me  to  pull  out  until  about  3  p.m.,  and  as  it  was  very  stormy  we  did  not  start  to-day. 

March  30.— Left  at  7.30  a.m.,  for  return  to  Dawson.  Camped  about  five  miles 
below  portage  at  5  p.m.     An  old  Indian  came  along  and  sta.ved  for  the  night. 

March  31. — 10  below,  fine,  clear,  south  wind.  Started  7.10  a.m.  Found  an  old 
toboggan,  wrapper,  and  an  old  set  of  canvas  dog  harness  in  an  old  Indian  encampment 
on  seven  miles  portage.  Think  these  had  been  left  by  Indians.  Camp  was  a  short 
distance  oflt  the  trail,  and  about  eight  or  nine  miles  south  of  where  we  found  Con- 
stables Kinney  and  Taylor.  In  the  afternoon  we  found  another  place  where  Inspector 
Fitzgerald  had  camped,  about  five  miles  from  Colin's  cabin,  and  about  seven  miles 
from  the  other  one.     There  was  nothing  here  but  one  set  of  <log  harness.     There  had 
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beating  into  i-ye*  made  tlioin  v>>ry  snrp.  Motle  Caribou  riwr  at  11.40  •.m.  In  the 
afternoon  *iiowr  wa*  wi-t.  trail  filK-*!  u|i.  iilctl*  tlrai<Ki-<l  very  hravy,  inakiuK  »•«*  (foint. 
One  of  my  div*  hittrii  in  tlu-  l«^  niul  »o.  unaltlc  t<i  work  liiiii  t..'<J»y.  ('ani|ie>I  at  5.4S 
p.m. 

April  4.— 17  uImivc.  I>li)wiiiif  ni><l  >M"winj{.  v.t>'  hut.  aiul  wi-t.  I.«-fe  at  7.15  a.m.: 
trail  lu'ttvy  ami  Imnl  ti)  f.>ll.>w.  roIhk  viry  *l.iw  all  .lay;  it  lia«  lH<eii  vt-ry  diMffreeable 
all  clay.     N(ai|i<  Mountain  creek,  anil  <-ani|Hi|  ut  II  )i.mi. 

April  ."..—in  uhovo,  KnnwinK  a.ni..  tini<  p.nt.  Start<-I  7.20  b.hi.;  trail  lii-avy,  coins 
•low.  I)«i-p  wotiT  on  the  irlu'-iiT  ('iini|M-<l  at  .'..:;<l  p.iu.  on  I'lvl  river.  Tunnr  and 
niywlf  trouhltxl  with  "ore  eyi>«.  ito^.ibly  iau><>.J  l.y  liliinlinir  inowktorni  wc  hsii  t<i  fat-e 
coming  uvi>r  thi-  mountain. 

rtpril  «.— 1i  Im'Iow,  liiar.  finr.  Sturti-d  nt  7.:tt»  a.m.  ('ouhl  not  ttn<l  oM  trail  up 
Peel.     ('uni|ie<l  at  .'>  p.m.     Ilavi*  ti>  repair  itnow»hm-.  rvcry  niitht. 

April  7.— 12  aliiivi'.  CIouilv.  Sue.  Ij'ft  ul  7.:i'>  a.m.:  heavy  trail  all  day.  a  great 
deal  of  tinu*  hrfuking  trail,  i-ould  not  timl  old  trail:  ii  lot  of  unow  ha»  fallen  kinn*  we 
paifuti  thi*  way.  Fyfe  and  Stewart  fell  throuuh  i<-e  wveral  time*;  river  very 
treaeherouK.  About  five  mile^  M>ivi  I)o<vptioti  it  i*  iiplit  up  into  trveral  ehennel*  and 
they  are  all  o|M-n :  hail  to  turn  haek  and  take  »  l>ii;  MundiuK  to  get  by.  Tri<'<l  to  make 
Hungry  i-ret'k  but  <oul<l  not  do  it:    <-am|M-<l  at  .'•.4<)  p.m. 

.\pril  <i.—Vl  Im'Iow.  Hm-.  I.a-ft  at  7..'<0  a.m.;  trail  heavy.  lot«  of  water;  broke  trail 
aero**  portage  n*  river  was  oihmi  arouml.     ('am|ietl  at  .V.'if)  p.m. 

April  0.— 2  Im-Iow.  light  north  wind.  mi>ty.  I^>ft  at  7.1.'i  a.m.;  going  to^iay  Ix'tter 
than  it  huit  l>een  for  ■ion:e  time.     ('am|M><l  at  .'>.■«)  p.m. 

.\pril  10.— ;n  ImIow.  ..trong  toutb  win<l.  Ij-ft  7.20  a.m.;  met  party  of  Indian* ; 
eam|M<d  .'>.4t>  p.m.,  about  five  mibit  up  Korn-^t  erwk. 

April  11. — 10  Im-Iow,  fine  day.  Ix-ft  7.2«  n.ui.;  trail  Ik-bvv  up  Forrest  cn-ek  and 
over  tlivide.     ('amiMtl  nt  )l.2*)  p.m. 

April  12.— 2'.'  ImIow,  eloudy.  I.<ft  7  2»  a.m.;  fairly  gixMl  going.  Campml  on 
Miehel  ere«'k  at  •!  p.m.     .Maib-  •evenil  |MirtaK«>*  to  nvoiil  water. 

April  1.1.-12  In-low,  eloudy,  ^nouing  in  p.m.  I^ft  at  7..10  a.m.;  heavy  trail. 
C'ampeil  nt  7  p.m.,  in  willow*  ut  euehe  of  ('hri-tmn«  ere«>k.  No  wothI  here,  and  did 
not  get  Kupper  until  10  p.m. 

April  14.-12  Mow.  tbiek  mi-t,  onnwing  all  day.  I.eft  at  H.15  a.m.  Had  no  trail 
over  to  Hbiek'tone.  Found  letter  from  Waugh  and  party  iiifonning  ir.e  they  had  gone 
other  way.     Made  Miebel"*  eabin  nt  4  p.m.,  and  eam|)ei|  fi>r  night. 

April  1.'. — 10  below,  fine  a.m.,  «now  in  p.m.  .Sturteil  at  ilio  a.m.  and  made  an 
effort  t«)  reaeh  I'ower  IIoum*,  but  going  too  bmvy;  very  hot  in  nftcriioon.  Camped  at 
5.:U»  p.m. 

.\pril  1«5.— Very  warm  all  day.  l.oft  enmp  at  .'.20  a.m.  Made  I'ower  IIou«e  at 
ft  a.m.  Tried  to  get  I)aw»on  ofiitv  of  Yukon  t!old  Com|>aiiy  to  n>|iort  to  otfirer  eom- 
manding  my  arrival,  but  wa-  iniable  to  get  anyone.  I  left  won!  with  th«'  man  in 
charge  for  bini  to  re|iort  if  be  eoubi  get  anyone  un  the  ti-lepbone,  an>i  proceoled  to 
Twelve  Mile  roadhou«e,  where  we  arriveil  at  7  p.m. 

April  17.  — Irf'ft  Twelve  Mile  roa<lb">u-«e  at  rt.40  a.m.,  and  met  team,  and  arrived 
in  I>aw<ion  about   10.:tO  a.m..  the  bnlnii'i-  of  the  patml  arriving  at  about  1.20  p.tn. 


<!K.NKUAI.    UKMAUKS. 

On  pagi-  .T  of  thi*  report,  I  nmittiM  to  remark  that  at  Colin'«  ciibin.  wlx're  I  di«- 
covenil  the  di<pnteh  bag  ami  mail,  we  al«o  f.iund  a  lot  of  dog  bone*,  showing  that 
Ihey  hait  eaten  d<>g«  at  tbi«  plaiv. 

On  page  rt.  I  oiniltol  to  »tate  that  In»p.xtor  Fitigerabl  bad  evi.lcntljr  hung  • 
anowiboo  up  on  a  limb  a*  a  <ign,  for  early   in  Mnrvh  a  party  «f  Indian*  paaaed  tbi* 
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place  ami  sOfiiiK  tlio  siiowsliof  took  it  off  tlic  liml..  -muI  1  A,,  out  ku«w  wlint  Uc.-ame  of 
it.  Thoy  thought  tlic  snowshoc  had  been  ict'l  tli.i-i'  l)y  ('Mi])oriil  So'mits.  \v!io  iiii.l 
been  there  in  the  winter  making  a  cache  of  fi-li. 

The  bodies  of  Constables  Kinney  and  Taylor  wore  found  on  the  left  limit  of  the 
Peel  river,  about  35  miles  from  MePherson.  The  bodies  of  Inspector  Fitzgerald  and 
ex-Constable  Carter  were  found  on  the  rlirht  limit  of  the  Peel  river  about  25  miles 
from  MePherson. 

In  conclusion,  I  \\i~li  1..  .Iniw  \imr  .-iflnit  imi  t(j  the  -plriHliil  iminiiiT  in  which 
Constable  Fyfe,  e.\-('on>t.-il)lc  Tunicr  an. I  Irjdiaii  St.-warl  iMTf.inird  llu-ir  work.  I 
have  been  over  this  patrol  several  times,  but  I  think  tlii-  trip  wa-  the  harde^^t  I  ever 
made,  and  certainly  it  was  the  most  disagrccalilc.  The  men  worked  witii  a  will,  and 
gave  me  every  possible  assistance. 

T  have  the  honour  to  be,  -ir. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

(Sd.)       W.  J.  1).  DEMPSTER,  CoriA., 

Keg.  No.  3193. 
In  charge  of  Relief  Patrol. 

Dawson,  V.T..  April  IT.  1!U1. 
List   of  articles   found   by   Corpl.   Dempster,   W..J.D.,   bcloufiin-r   to   liispr.   Fit/.- 
gerald's  party,  lost  while  on  McPherson-Dawson  patrol,  fur  season  I'.'lO-ll. 
One  dispatch  bag  containing  the  following: 
One  packet  containinu-  the  following  money: — 

195  X     1.00 $195  110 

81  X     5.00 405  (H> 

2  X  10.00 20  00 

2  X  20.00 40  t»()     $(!60  00 

One  cheque  favour  F.  J.  Fitzgerald,  sinned   F.  S.   U.  Wis- 

sendeu $100  25 


$760.  25 


One   letter   addressed    Commissioner   of   Customs,    Ottawa,   accompanied 
following  mone.y: 

One  cheque  favour  F.  J.  Fitzgerald,  signed  G.  F.  Kinney.  $100,  25 
One  cheque  favour  F.  ,T.  Fitzgerald,  signed  S.  E.  A.  Selig.     300  00 

3  X    1.00 $3  00 

24  X     5.00 120  00 

23  X  10.00 2:30  00    $353  00 


$753  25 
In  an  envelope  the  following: 

One  cheque  favour  F.  J.  Fitzgerald,  signed  J.  Somers....     $50  25 
One  cheque  favour  F.  J.  Fitzgerald,  signed  A.  N.  Blake. .     100  25 

Envelope  marked  'Contingent  Account,'  containing  following  money: 

41  X     1.00 $4100 

23x10.00 220  00 

Two  gold  watches,  two  silver  watches,  one  will  of  Tnspr.  Fitzgerald,  one  diary  of 
Inspr.  Fitzgerald,  four  envelopes  containing  returns.  &c. 

Checked  A.  E.  S. 


1-.VIII\<  t   rrijin   t-ii.,    Ji'im    /.-i     <       t, .    I» /.  if  r.n.^/-     fort    M  •  I'i' -i  ,-ji, ,  (j    Mx/iup  .''tnmyer, 
Itavton. 

Afarch  1\. — ()ii  IV'fiiilHT  :;i.  Ii!<i><-<t»r  FiUtorulil,  ('..n.l..  Kiiiiu-y,  T«ylor  ami 
Smii  Curtor  li-ft  lien-  for  Dumtsoii,  exiHftiiiK  l»  U-  k  •in.-  lliltN'  iiionlh-.  \V«  wel« 
daily  fX|NM-iiii;;  them  t<»  n-ttirii  wlu-ii  nii  llic  TUx.X  iiiat.  (hnt-  'li^U  i>li<>wi-<|  ii|).  Iiiiacine 
our  horror  uml  Krii-f  ti>  Irnrn  itint  llu-  piilrul  lia>i  imt  r«-it<lu-<l  |)jwv>ii.  aii<l  furtlirr 
that  thi<  »<Mr<'h  |iurty  Irnil  fuiiiwl  llit*  riiiuiiatiil  lxMlii*<  of  the  wlml.-  parly,  all  within 
.'!.'  iiiilt-i  of  thi-i  |M>,|.  w-hfrf  tlu-y  IiimI  lain  |Mrtin|i<  iiiany  wii-k*.  uml  »,•  iifiiitraiil  of 
ihoiii.  .V»>  yt<t  tin-  hiMlifo  hovi-  not  Iwi-ii  l>roii|{ht  in,  uml  no  rtM-or.l  huii  l>«^-n  iwfM,  but  sx 
jmrty  i*  now  off  for  thi-in.  uml  ilouhll.-^'  ...nio  iliory  will  W-  •liMovi-ntl  to  t«-ll  the  tale. 

They  went  off  »hort  |>rovitiune<t.  ii>r  the  take  of  travellinu  liKht.  Iiul  tlwir  d'HC* 
were  not  of  the  U'mI,  and  they  hud  no  Indian  for  i;uide.  Carter  had  U-en  its-r  l\\- 
trail,  eoiuini;  thi«  way,  four  year*  aKo.  hut  wa*  not  lure  of  tlu'  eroMinK*,  anil  it  i^ 
Murniiwd  llint  they  Kot  mttray.  tryinir  to  find  the  <-ro<>>iiiK  from  Little  Wind  to  Hart 
river».  und  heini;  xhort  of  foot!,  decidi*<l  to  return,  nnd  for  nonie  unknitwn  p'aMin, 
were  unahle  t4>  make  it.  The  pneket  wait  fouml  in  Colin'*  hou<e,  and  the  ln*|ie<-t<ir'>i 
di»|>nteh  haK.  left  there  on  their  return.  Twenty  mile*  lower  down  they  found  the 
iKHlie*  of  Kinni-y  und  Tnylor  with  the  four  fur  rohe*  of  tlw  pnrty.  T<-n  mile*  lower. 
*tty  five  milen  uliove  the  ereek  you  anil  C.  F.  J<>hn>u>n  eanie  down,  they  found  the 
IxMliiM  of  the  In*|M'etor  und  Carter.  They  went  from  hen'  with  1.'  .lo«*.  and  %•>  {ttr 
10  hurne**  have  hi-en  found.       Will  uive  you  niort-  luirtieular*  wImmi  I  learn  them. 

March  i". — The  hiMlie*  have  Uvn  brouKht  in,  und  •♦•areh  made,  and  the  Init|N><-tor'< 
diar>  found.  It  ap|N-ar*  thnt  after  K»aii  left  tlii-m.  their  dots*  were  pr.-llv  widl  •(■•nl, 
tlie  iinow  thre«"  feet  di-ep  in  n-iwt  plae«i»,  •<>  the>-  travellwl  »lowly,  at  time«  makinir 
■  Illy  nix  mil»M  a  day.  Then  whin  th««y  Hhould  have  eroMiil  the  divi.le  hy  Forre*t 
riH>k  to  tlie  Hart  river,  they  i-ouM  not  find  the  er><t*inK.  and  iH'rhap*  went  alwiut  !■> 
mile*  too  far  up  the  Little  Wind,  ami  4|M-nt  nearly  a  we<-k  lookinir  for  |Ih>  ero«4ini; 
in  vain.  .\n  entry  n-ail*.  ".Ian.  ITth.  Carter  i^i  utterly  U-wilden-d  und  d"»^  not  know 
i>nc  river  from  aiiotlMr.  My  la»t  hop««  i*  (fone.  Heluetanlly  we  -ihall  have  to  return 
r.>  IWl  river.  We  have  now  10  ||.*.  of  flour  nnd  H  lU.  of  l.a<-.m.  ami  «>roo  .lrie.1 
tiih  for  the  doc*.'  Thn-i-  day*  thi*  wn*  HnitlxHl  and  tliey  l>eiran  killing  doiri.  trains 
t.i  feeil  the  other  d>>»f*.  hut  t'li'y  would  not  eat  it.  .'»o  the  nii-n  ate  it  tlMMn*«dve*. 
und  fed  the  dry  fi.h  to  thi-  doif*.  They  wen.  hindere,!  by  o|h-u  water,  by  W  Udow*. 
ami  tierei>  wimi*.  and  ma<le  baik  *lowl.v.  their  old  trail  aliK>  Idmuk  drifttxl  full.  .\U>ut 
Felirunr>-  1*t,  then  on  the  loin;  (ruil  nlnive  Colin'it  plai*o.  an  entr>-  rvad«.  'We  have 
travelle<l  uhoiit  :MO  mil<>*  on  dn^  ment  nnd  ten.  havi>  nbout  100  milex  to  .io  yet.  but 
i-xi>eet  we  *hull  Ih-  able  to  make  it.  but  *hall  have  only  thnv  or  four  d<Hf»  U'ft.  \V<» 
iuive  killeil  eiuht  dot(<  onil  have  enlen  unxt  of  them.'  Thnt<  or  four  day*  later  lb* 
diary  ivn*e*.  .\  few  mile*  ilown  Trail  en^i'k.  nbout  ."U  mile*  from  Colin'*  plaer.  It 
i*  probabb'  thnt  they  *urvivi.d  from  fivp  ti>  *evi'n  ilny*  after  thnt.  ami  |ierba|i«  morp. 
judirinir  from  when-  thi-y  wi'n-  found,  nnd  the  traek*  alwiut  the  ln*t  ean.ix.  S<»nie  of 
tliem  were  builly  fool  <4ire.  an<l  I  think  that  will  ao'oiint  in  «onie  mea*un'  for  their 
inability  to  vet  thn>UKh. 

Vixtenlay  I  hail  a  memorial  *«'rvi<v.  with  »  white  men  and  Mr*.  Whittaker 
pn>*»'nl.  l«'*iib>«  *everal  of  the  lix'al  renidenl*.  The  In*p«N-tor  will  U'  mueh  mi»«ed 
here,  a*  he  wn*  *o  mueh  entt^emeil  by  all.  He  wa*  an  able  and  a  *plendid  man  in 
every  way,  TIm"  lu«t  eveninir  liefon'  leavintr  he  sjwnt  with  u*.  and  Iw  pr"nu»«tl  to 
i-nll  and  *»•  you  nil  in  I)aw*iin.  .Ml  the  ineinlier*  of  tlh'  pntnd  an'  *<>  ehanffnl  that 
we  *hn>dd  not  know  them.  ju*l  fami*h<'d.  nnd  their  akin  all  |M<<'linir  off.  I  hare 
Ufn  ihinkintr  over  your  trip  of  IIXW,  and  the  mirnele  of  your  i>«ea|ie  i«  Breatly 
ini-n-n*<H|  by  the  pnvM'Ut  ea«o. 

We  bad  n  mililnry  funeral.  I  furninhei]  lumlier  for  the  ei>ffin«,  and  Corporal 
Soiner*  and  I  maile  the  four  ei>t!in«.  We  have  burii'd  them  in  one  wide  irrare.  \y\nf 
iiide  by  »ide.  Surh  a  irrave  ha*  ne»er  been  iM're  beforr,  and  I  tru«t  may  never  be 
affain.  The  »ad  event  ha*  eodt  a  iiliMim  over  the  whole  plaee,  and  we  all  mourn  lh*ir 
low. 
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RiPYM.    N"I(TII\V|-ST    MnlNTIvI)    Pot.ici;, 

AniMnsKA  Lnmmnc,  Mny  11.  I'.Ul. 
Thf  ("<iiiuiii>si(in('r. 

U.    N.    M.    I'olicr, 

Sin. — T  liiiv<'  the  liiMioiii-  to  fnruiii-.l  hcirwilli  ;i  iT|>(irt  n-ccivccl  from  f'orporal 
Somcrs  regarding  the  ilciitlis  of  Insiipctor  l'"itziriT:il(l.  Coii-Uililrs  'l';iylor  iiml  Iviniie.y, 
and  Special  Constable  Carter. 

It  would  appear  that  Inspector  Fitzfjeralcl  wa-  the  hi-t  to  -iiii\iiiil>.  inid  that  he 
and  Carter  would  probabl.v  liave  niadc  MflMicr-nn  liad  tlicy  not  luroiiMlly  stood  b.y 
their  stricken  and  weaker  companions. 

The  indeseribai)le  sufferings  which  this  iiiiroitiiniitr  |i:irty  iini^t  have  \iiidergone 
in  their  desperate  effort  to  return  to  their  starting  point  is  terrible  to  conteuiplate. 

The  pathetic  attention  evidently  paid  by  Inspector  Fitzgerald  to  hi-  (lead  com- 
panions was  in  keeping  with  his  brave  and  manly  character. 

I  assume  that  the  next  of  kin  of  deceased  have  been  connnnnicated  with. 
Corporal  Dempster  has,  I  suppose,  also  forwarded  a  report.     Could  1  have  a  cop.y 
of  same} 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Sgd.)       (!.  E.  SANDERS.  Supl., 

CommaiiJiiii/  '  N'  Dirision. 

'N'  Division.  Athabaska  Landing. 

Mackiazh:  KixKit  St  iti.isTtncT, 

Four  MiPiii;i!S(>N  Di-.taciimknt.  March  L'^.  It'll. 

lie   death   of  Inspector  Fitzgerald,  Constables  Taylor  and   Kinney  and  Special 
Constable  Carter.     (Fort  McPlierson-Dawson  Patrol.) 

To  the  Officer  Commanding, 

'N'  Division,  Athabaska  Landing. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  the  following  rei)ort : — 

On  December  ^l,  1910,  the  Dawson  Patrol,  comprising  Inspector  Fitzgerald, 
Constable  Taylor,  Constable  Kinney  and  Special  Constable  Carter,  with  three  dog 
trains  of  five  dogs  each,  left  Fort  McPherson  about  8.30  a.m.,  en  route  to  Dawson. 

Nothing  more  was  heard  of  them  here  until  the  arrival  of  Corporal  Dempster 
and  party  from  Dawson,  about  6  p.m.  on  March  22,  1911. 

Corporal  Dempster  reported  having  left  Dawson  on  February  28,  to  search  for 
Inspector  Fitzgerald's  part.v,  and  that  they  had  found  the  bodies  of  Inspector  Fitz- 
gerald and  Special  Constable  Carter  about  25  miles  south  of  Fort  McPherson,  and  the 
bodies  of  Constables  Taylor  and  Kinney  about  10  miles  further  south,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Peel  river. 

On  the  23rd,  I  left  Fort  McPherson  about  2  p.m.,  accompanied  by  Interpreter 
Husky  and  Indian  Peter  lioss,  with  three  sleds,  to  bring  in  the  remains  to  the  fort. 
Camping  overnight  18  miles  from  the  fort,  we  reached  the  place  where  Inspector 
Fitzgerald  and  Constable  Carter  lay  about  9.30  a.m.  the  following  morning.  They 
were  lying  on  the  top  of  the  river  bank  on  the  right  limit,  and  back  a  little  in  the 
timber;    the  distance  being  about  26  miles  from  Fort  McPherson. 

I  found  the  bodies  covered,  a  half  blanket  also  over  each.  The  body  of  Constable 
Carter  was  lying  about  10  feet  from  that  of  Inspector  Fitzgerald,  and  had  evidently 
been  dragged  and  laid  out  immediately  after  death,  as  both  hands  had  beea  Crossed 
on  the  breast  and  the  face  covered  with  a  handkerchief. 


Inspector  FitZKemlii  wax  lyiiiB  whtrt-  a  fin-  had  b<L-<-n.  aii<I  wa»  »liffi-iie«l  tu  tlif 
contour  of  tin-  (.'roiiiiil.  t\\t>  riifht  liniiil  ixn-iulf-*!  from  tl«r  l«ly.  the  Irft  Imnd  lyinn  on 
till-  br«utt. 

I  could  not  iimki   a  pr^  i  hi-  Iwnlir*  |ur«-,  l»ut  I  fouml  a  pit-w-  of  |uiper 

ill  the  |)oi-ket  of  Iii«p'-'tor  I  i-«t«  on  whii-h  were  the  folIuwiiiK  word*,  evi- 

di-iitly  writtfii  with  u  |iir<  •  •■<l: — 

'  All  iiioiify  ill  dfoput'li  Iju;;  uipI  lank,  clothi-*.  *«'.,  I  ii-avc  to  iiiy  dearly  beloved 
iiiodier.  Mr«.  John   FitZK<rald.  Halifax.     <io<l  M.-..  all. 

•F.  J.  VlT/MV.nM.U. 

•  H.X.WM  I'.' 

In   (.'oiolubh-  Cnrtir'-   trou-i t>   iHtkct    I    fouml   u   wutth.  which   I    h«<l   r^:     ' 
(  .  ii-tuhlf  Taylor  lo  have  rcpuirtil  for  iir  in  Duwooii.     1  aUu  picknl  np  tlin- 
•■liut^t  (all  broken),  one  camp  keltic,  one  eup  and  one  blunt  axe.     No  attempt  hud  Uii> 
made  to  buihl  a  camp  here. 

After  plucini;  the  reinaimi  on  the  one  lante  »le«l  which  wc  had,  I  •lartetl  Indian 
Peter  U<»t»  for  the  fort,  which  he  reaclM-*!  about  7  p.lii. 

I'r(H-e«*<liii|C  up  the  rivi-r  about  U>  mile.,  we  caliic  to  the  pla«v  whore  ronslablc* 
Taylor  ami  Kinney  lay.  Hire  n  hmken  I'-Ujkvhu  and  twi>  m-i<  of  dotf  harneH>  lay  on 
the  trail  in  the  river.  A  blue  handkerchief  ua-  haiii.>>i>K  on  the  willowit  on  the  bank; 
thii  ua-.  on  the  left  limit  of  thi-  river.  We  fnund  a  fairly  comfortable  o|M'n  camp 
her<-,  I'uven-tl  with  brtinh.  and  on  rcinoviiiK  llii<-.  foiHid  the  biMlie*  of  Taylor  aii<l 
Kinney  lyinir  Kiilc  by  iiidc,  ('on.tabie  Kinin-v  beiiiK  on  Taylor'-  riKhl. 

Over  the  bodies  wen-  two  Alaska  «ltvpiiiK  roU-.  ami  •iin-  uiulenieath.  The  bwly 
of  C'un«labh>  Kinney  wa-  lyiiiK  fairly  KiraiKht  with  the  hand<  cr..»M'.l  on  the  breatt. 
the  right  f>M(t  wa«  bare,  -hiiwiiiK  Inrjie  pii-«-«-.  of  -.kin  liaiiKinK  from  tin-  biir  toe.  The 
body  of  t'oii-<tab!e  Taylor  wa-<  very  <-r<H>ke<l.  ihe  left  huml  UiiiK  nriKhlly  exlende<l 
from  the  b<«ly  ami  .till  Kra«pinK  a  ;H»-:MI  carbine,  with  which  he  had  evidently  i.h<>t 
himM-If.  The  feature<>  wen-  unriH-oi^iizable.  the  whole  of  the  face  alMjvc  the  upper 
t«-eth  U-iiiK  .hot  away.      TIh-  risht  knei-  wa-«  very  much  drawn  up. 

I'nder  the  bottom  toIm-  I  found  a  .mall  ki>i»>.v  >ack  •■ontaining  Initpeelor  Filz- 
^•rald'.  diary,  eitlend  up  to  February  5.  on  Trail  cn-ek.  A  ixa-ket  barometer,  a  -mall 
iiote-b«iok  (Colii'table  Kinney".).  M.nie  old  i.oi-k».  iluffle*  ami  imMini.ink.  I  aUi  picki-<l 
up  a  vi-r>  blunt  axe,  two  eamp  ketth-*.  one  of  which  wa»  lyini:  l>ehiml  Tayb.r".  heail 
and  had  a  bullet  hole  in  it:  the  other  kettle  wa-  half  full  of  iniMM-  hide  chop|H-tl  up 
in  ><inall  pi«-«-e<  and  had  U-en  iMiilol.      There  wa.  bI«o  a  tin  contMiniiiK  iK>ine  malche.. 

1   did  not  make  a  thoniiiith  .ean-h  of  tl lothinc  hen-,  only   n-movinir  a  dollar 

watch  ami  chain  from  Kinney V  jier.on.  • 

Wu  •.tarteil  on  tin-  n-turn  journey  to  the  fort  about  4  p.m.,  and  reached  our 
previouo  iiiKht'^  cunip  alHiut  7  p.m.  (!ainpini;  here  for  the  niirht,  we  arrived  at  Fort 
.Mc|>her.on  about  l*).-|.%  a.m.  on  the  :i:ith.  On  arrival  at  the  fort  the  iMitlie.  wvn- 
placed  in  the  Chun-h  of  KiiKland  .Mi. 'ion  to  await  inti-rn.enl.  ('or|M>ral  IKnip-tter 
and  my vlf  mailc  a  thorouifh  -M-arch  and  •  xaininatioii  of  iIm-  n-inain«  in  the  afterntHin, 
haviiiK  to  lUt  off  the  clothiiiK  to  do  .o. 

The  only  thiiiK  found  on  ln.|M-i-|or  Fit/^feralil  wa.  a  K>'td  wali-h  han|{iii|t  around 
hi-  neck  in  a  «mall  tlt-i<r«kiii.  m-xt  lo  the  InKiy.  TIh'  Io«»<  of  hi*  left  fool  wen-  »liRhtly 
fro/en  and  very  much  »wollt  n.     A  thin  «kin  ap|M-nrt-«l  lo  U-  i-otniiiK  ofl  the  finijer. 

On  I'on. table  l*Brler*»  |ier>on  wa.  fouml  a  chi-i|ue  from  tla-  Marine  and  Fi*herin 
ll«-partinciit,  value  ♦.'>«».  al.o  $'  in  ca.h.  Hi.  I««.  appean-il  to  have  Imvh  fro«n,  ami 
hi<>  tinK<-r.  wen-  bandaKetl. 

On  ('oii*lable  Taylor  wa«  found  a  •mall  beadwi>rk  tinbair.  eonlainiiiK  $X2  in  ea«h. 

Coll. table  Kinney  hail  no  oilier  efTcei*  but  the  walrh.     IIi»  feel  wen-  •wullcn  lo 
alniimt  twice  their  natural  *i(e,  ami  |Ih<  bin  toe  uf  the  Hiiht  foot  wa*  badly 
the  raw  flenh. 
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The  l»i(lic!i  of  nil  f<iur  were  in  a  tcnihly  <'ii:iiciiitcd  (•oii(liti(Jii.  Tlie  lower  ribs  and 
liips  sliovvinff  very  prominently.    The  stornacli  of  eacli  liad  fallen  inwards. 

The  flesh  of  all  was  very  iniich  diseoloured  and  of  a  reddish-black  colinir,  anil  a 
thin  skin  seemed  to  have  been  peelinp  off. 

All  the  outer  clothing  was  very  badly  torn  and  much  scorched  by  fire,  the  socks, 
duffles,  mitts  and  moccasins  being  in  the  same  condition. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  with  the  exception  of  Constable  Taylor,  they 
had  died  from  starvation  and  extreme  cold. 

In  the  despatch  bag  found  by  Corporal  Dempster  were  the  returns  from  Ilerschel 
Island  and  Fort  McPherson  Detachment?.  Also  three  envelopes  containing  the  follow- 
ing amounts  of  money  and  cIkmiucs: — 

No.  1— Cash .$(;r,()  00 

Cheque 100  2.5 

No.  2— Cash 201  00 

No.  3— Cash 3.5,-?  00 

Cheiiue :iO0  00 

Cheque 100  2.5 

In  a  separate  envelope,  u  cheque  by  Constable  Blake  for  $100.25.  and  a  cheque  of 
my  own  for  $50.25.  Both  these  cheques  made  payable  to  Inspector  Fitzgerald.  These 
cheques  were  for  money  that  we  had  asked  Inspector  Fitzgerald  to  bring  in  for  us 
when  he  returned.     The  total  amount  of  money  and  cheques  in  the  bag  was  $1,925. 

I  hired  three  natives  to  dig  one  large  grave.  The  Rev.  C.  E.  Whittaker  very 
generously  supplied  me  with  250  feet  of  lumber,  and  assisted  me  to  make  coffins.  I 
cannot  appreciate  too  much  the  assistance  afforded  me  by  this  gentleman  at  this  time, 
he  also  having  lent  me  his  sled  and  team  to  bring  in  the  remains  of  the  deceased,  as 
did  also  Mr.  J.  Firth,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  there  not  being  enough  teams 
to  hire  at  the  fort. 

On  Sunday,  the  26th,  a  special  service  wa-  bold  in  the  Church  of  England  ilission, 
the  Rev.  C.  E,  Whittaker  paying  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  deceased. 

The  funeral  took  place  with  military  honours  in  the  mission  churchyard  at  3 
p.m.  on  the  28th,  service  being  held  in  the  church  as  well  as  at  the  graveside.  A 
memorial  service  being  afterwards  held  at  7  p.m.  in  the  evening. 

From  the  last  entry  in  Inspector  Fitzgerald's  diary  on  February  5,  on  Trail 
creek,  and  the  distance  they  had  actually  travelled  afterwards,  giving  an  average  of 
eight  miles  per  day,  I  should  say  that  they  had  not  reached  the  place  where  they  were 
found  until  the  11th  and  12th  of  February,  respectively. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  rations  and  dog  feed  taken  by  the  party  : — 

Lbs.  Ozs. 

Dried  fruit 15  0 

Flour 120  0 

Bacon 75  0 

Baking  powder •!  0 

Beans •''<!  '> 

Butter 10  0 

Coffee 5  0 

Milk,  tins 20  0 

Salt ■■■  0 

Sugar =j5  0 

Tea 1-'  0 

Tobacco,  smoking 12  0 

"         chewing iC  0 

Lard ir.  0 

Matches,  pkts 1  gross 


t'uiulU I^  II 

DriwI  ft*h ■  •••         (I 

floriicij  btt-f 1')         (t 

I  have  the  honour  i.i  l-o.  -ir. 

Your  ul>e<li«iit  t*rvoMt, 

(Sil.)       J.  SOMEItS,  Corpl., 
In  rKargr  of  Furt  ilrPhmon  Dttarhmeni . 

U'lVAi.  XmtTiiwKsT  M"i  !«Tr.i>  P<>i.ii  k, 

C<iMiii>ii(ii>NKK'K  OiTUK,  Rkiiin*.  May  «.  1911. 
SiH.— I  huvi-  t>ie  huiiour  ti>  forward  ht-ruwith  the  original  iliary  kept  l>y  tho  late 
liiopcftor  Fitz»i'rulil  uii  hit  imirol  fnnii  Fort  Mi-PhfrM>ii  to  Dawouii.  Thii  diary  wa* 
found  on  March  ti  lant  by  <'"rp«rul  l)ciiip<tfr.  who  won  in  charK)-  of  the  foarcli  party 
nt'nt  out  fnmi  I)aw»ou.  It  wu*  uinii-r  the  ri>l>c  on  whirh  the  b<Mlii-<  of  ('iin»tahl<>« 
Kinney  ami  Taylor  won'  found. 

Tin-  firi.t  iMitry  in  the  diary  U  on  iKfcnilx-r  il.  IHlo,  uml  tin-  la'^t  it  on  Ft-hruary 
5.  lull. 

Tht>  entry  of  January  17  reail*  a*  follow*: — 

Twenty- 1 hn-e  U-low.  Fini'  in  n.m.,  with  stronR  S.W.  wind  which  turntNl  to  • 
Kale  in  the  eveiiinif.  I)i<l  not  hr»'ak  eunip;  M-nt  Carter  and  Kinney  ofT  at  7  am. 
to  follow  II  river  itoinu  touth  hy  a  little  eii.t ;  they  returmsl  at  :J.;M>  p.m.  and 
re|Mirted  that  it  run  riuht  up  in  the  mountain*,  and  Carter  liaid  that  it  wait  hot 
the  rijfht  river.  I  li-ft  at  s  a.m..  and  follnwetl  h  river  runiiinK  »outli.  hut  eould 
not  •«<«•  any  euttiuKt  on  it.  Carter  i«  fiinpleti-ly  loxt  and  d'M-*  not  know  une  river 
from  another.  We  have  now  only  ten  ihiuihU  of  llnur,  and  eiitht  pound"  of  hni-on 
anil  iiom<<  dried  ti-h.  .My  la»t  hope  i*  k>i\u-,  ami  the  •■nly  tliinK  I  run  do  i*  to 
return  and  kill  tome  of  tin-  doir*  to  fe<-<l  the  oiher*  and  oursdven,  unUx>»  we  ean 
nuTft  !toii:e  Indian-i.  We  have  now  lM-«'n  a  vi>-v\n  l<M>kinir  for  a  river  to  tuke  u»  over 
the  divide,  hut  there  an'  dozent  of  river*  ami  1  iini  at  ii  lo-ut.  I  ithuuld  not  have 
taken  Carter**  won!  that  he  knew  the  way  from  the  I.itile  Wind  river. 
Thi*  i*  the  true  explanation  of  the  eatai-trophe. 

It  i*  evidi'ut  that  In*|>i><'tor  FitZfcrnM  hail  n-lii^l  U|x»n  ex-Con*table  Carter  as  a 
iruide  to  Diiwnnn.  lie  *ay>i:  '  I  *hould  not  have  taken  Carter'*  woril  that  lie  knew  the 
way  from  the  Little  Wind  river.' 

The  explanution  nf  thi*  i*  that  In-i|M<etor  Fit/tferald  in  liM>.'i-<i  went  from  I)aw*on 
to  MeI*her*oii,  foliiiwiiiK  the  oriuiiinl  route  of  the  I)aw«4>n-Mel'heri'on  patrol  — that 
wa*  up  the  .Me<jiH-*ten  river,  aero**  the  divide  to  the  Wind  river,  down  to  the  I'eel 
river.  The  new  route  whieh  lm«  Invn  follii\ve<l  fur  *oine  year*  wa*  up  Twelve  Mile 
er«>ek.  l<laek*tone  river.  Hart  river  aero**  Ilart  river  iliviih-  into  Fi>rri"<t  envk.  then 
down  the  Little  Wind  rivir  and  on  to  it<  junetioti  with  the  Wiiul  river.  Therefor«-. 
In*|M>4-tor  Filziri-riild  kni-w  the  way  from  Fort  .\IeI'her*on  to  th«<  jiinetion  of  the  Little 
Wind  and  the  Wind  rivi-r;  fMin  that  |Miiiit  on  he  wa*  n-lyiuR  upon  ex-Conntahlo 
Carter.  Carter  wa«  over  thi*  trail  in  r.Hi7''».  whin  he  ac<-om|>anied  Con*table  Forre«l 
in  eharire  of  the  patrol,  on  transfer  to  Fort  MeI'her»on.  On  thi*.  no  doubt,  In*peetor 
FitztC'cald  hud  ri'iiitl  to  Hnd  tlu'  trail  fr<>m  Wind  river  to  l)aw*on. 

Vou  will  i>h*<'rvB  that  on  lh'«vmlM'r  i'  he  en-.plovei|  an  Indian  to  break  the  trail 
for  him  from  Trail  ereek  neri>*«  the  diviile  to  CarilMtu  Horn  mountain*:  tliere  i«  a 
portaKi*  thi'n'.  mail<i  to  nvoid  a  hig  elUiw  of  I'eid  rivi-r  whieh  i^mie*  from  the  «e*l  and 
turn*  north.  On  .laiiuar>-  1  he  di*i-har)ri<<l  the  Imlian.  paying  him  for  eight  davn,  tive 
for  eoniing  and  thri<e  for  rvtuniing  to  hi*  ramp.  The  next  ilay  Ik-  r«'aelHfl  Peel 
river,  proeeedisl  up  to  it.  and  without  mi*hap  n<aehetl  Little  Wind  river  on  Janu- 
ary «;  he  priH-e<'<l<><l  up  thi*  river  until  January  Ii.  The  •|i*lanee.  an-ordiiiff  to  hit 
diary,  i*  .'>o  mile*:   aivording  to  the  table  of  di«tanrm  •uhinittc«]  by  Cuiutable  Uapkjr, 
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in  his  roporf  datc.l  .Murcli  10.  liior..  (if  the  patrol  in  liWlf..  tlio  trail  follows  tlio  Little 
Wind  river  for  54  miles,  so  that,  assiiniinir' Inspector  FitzKcrald  correct  in  his  dis- 
tances, he  coidd  not  have  been  very  far  from  Forrest  err-ek.  np  which  he  should  have 
turned  to  cross  the  llart-Wind  divide.  He  found  that  the  river  was  getting  very 
small,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  too  far  up;  he  sent  ex-Constable 
Carter  ahead  to  look  for  the  portage,  but  he  couhi  not  find  it.  Inspector  Fitzgerald 
then  concluded — to  turn  buck  upon  his  trail. 

lie  travelled  five  miles  and  turned  up  a  small  creek  for  four  miles,  which  ex- 
(^nstable  Carter  thought  was  Forrest  creek,  but  it  was  not.  That  was  on  January  13, 
and  on  January  15  they  followed  up  the  east  branch  of  the  Little  Wind  river,  travel- 
ling 16  miles.  On  January  16  they  apparently  travelled  up  a  branch  of  this  creek 
for  six  miles,  and  found  that  it  was  not  Forrest  creek,  and  returned'  again  to  its 
mouth.    Ex-Constable  Carter  was  again  sent  out,  but  returned  without  success. 

On  January  17  Fitzgerald  came  to  the  following  conclusion : — 

Carter  is  completely  lost   and  does  not  know  one  river  from  another.     We 

have  now  only  ten  pounds  of  flour  and  eight  pounds  of  bacon  and  some  dried  fish. 

My  last  hope  is  gone,  and  the  only  thing  I  can  do  is  to  return,  and  kill  some  of 

the  dogs  to  feed  the  others  and  ourselves,  unless  we  can  meet  some  Indians.    We 

have  been  a  week  looking  for  a  river  to  take  us  over  the  divide,  but  there  are 

dozens  of  rivers  and  I  am  at  a  loss. 

The  next  day,  January  18,  1911,  the  party  began  their  ret\irn  to  Fort  McPherson. 
Hardly  any  of  the  dogs  would  eat  the  dog  meat,  and  they  had  to  feed  them  with  the 
little  dried  fish  they  had. 

At  the  time  that  the  party  turned  back  they  were,  according  to  Constable  Mapley's 
table  of  distances,  about  264  miles  from  Fort  McPherson  and  211  from  Dawson. 

They  had  travelled  from  December  21,  1910,  until  January  17,  1911,  continuously, 
with  only  one  day  off;  a  distance  of  340  miles.  (This  distance  includes  distances 
travelled  searching  for  trail.)  From  January  18  to  February  5,  on  which  date  the 
last  entry  is  made,  they  travelled  230  miles. 

The  entries  in  the  diary  are  not  very  full,  but  some  are  very  suggestive  of  the 
hardships  that  they  were  undergoing;  the  trail  was  exceptionally  heavy  and  they 
were  breaking  through  ice,  getting  wet,  and  the  cold  was  intense.  On  January  24 
it  says: — 

Killed  another  dog;  and  all  hands  made  a  good  meal  of  doa  meat. 
On  January  36. — '  The  going  was  very  heavy  in  deep  snow  and  the  liands  and 
dogs  getting  weak.' 

January  30. — 'All  hands  feeling  sick,  supposed  to  be  from  eating  dogs'  livers.' 

January  31. — Skin  peeling  off  our  faces  and  bodies  and  parts  of  our  bodies 
and  lips  all  swollen  and  split.  I  suppose  this  is  caused  by  feeding  on  dog  meat; 
everybody  feeling  the  cold  very  much  for  want  of  proper  food. 

February  1. — Killed  another  dog  to-night.  This  makes  eight  dogs  we  have 
killed,  and  we  have  eaten  most  of  them  and  fed  dried  fish  to  the  dogs. 

February  3. — Men  and  dogs  very  thin  and  weak  and  cannot  travel  far.  We 
have  travelled  about  200  miles  on  dog  meat,  and  have  still  about  100  miles  to 
go,  but  I  think  we  will  make  it  all  right,  but  will  have  onlv  three  or  four  dogs 
left. 

February  .5. — (The  last  entry.)  Just  after  noon  I  broke  through  the  ice, 
and  had  to  make  fire;  found  one  foot  slightly  frozen.  Killed  another  dog  to- 
night ;  have  only  five  dogs  now,  and  can  only  go  a  few  miles  #  day.  Everybody 
breaking  out  on  the  body  and  skin  peeling  off. 

We  have  now  to  refer  to  Corporal  Dempster's  report  to  form  an  idea  of  what 
happened.  The  last  entry  was  evidentl.v  made  while  the  part.v  was  proceeding  down 
Trail  river  to  the  Peel  river.  Corporal  Dempster  in  his  admirable  report,  at  this 
point,  commenced  to  frar  the  worst,  on  account  of  the  camps  they  made  being  so 
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clu<<e  ItiKfthtT.       He  folluwtrtl  on  their  trail  with  aa  much  despatch  . 

(.'lAiii'i  euhiii  he  fouii<l  the  mail  aii<l  the  Je«|iateh  buK  which  hail  U  •  n   '  n  li'l   ll.>  r. 

On  March  Jl,  about  three  niileit  U-low  the  |>i>rlu|;e  on  t!ie  I'eel  river,  lie  found 
tlie  bo<lieH  u(  Conittablei.  Kinney  ami  Taylor;  tlu-re  wan  a  eauip  kettle  half-full  uf 
mrxiiie  hide,  cut  in  aniall  piece.,  which  had  bi-en  boiled  for  wup.  The  Iwu  men  lay 
tide  by  Hide,  the  tire  UiuK  at  their  feel;    each  lay  on  liio  buck. 

They  hud  three  AIu»ka  itle«-pini;  baK" ;  one  un<ler  and  two  over  th«iu.  Coiialablv 
Taylor  evidently  cunimitt<-<l  nuieiih-  by  blowiuK  tlie  top  of  hi*  head  off;  it  t*  ijuitt* 
probable  that  he  had  bwome  iniane  with  tin-  terrible  har<Uhi|M  whieh  lie  had  unikr- 
gone. 

It  M-<'m<t  to  me  that  In>pr.  Kit/ceruld  had  conclude<l  that  tlie<ie  nn-n  were  too 
wi-ak  to  travel  throutrh  and  left  them  all  the  camp  e<|uipinenl  iIh-v  hail,  and  with 
Carter,  pu«lieil  on  towunN  Fort  Mcl'henton.  with  (he  ho|>i-  of  Kcdini;  rtdief  to  t«nd 
back.  Thin  he  wum  not  futtil  to  uei-ompliith.  AlH>ut  ten  mile*  further  on  lie  and 
Kx-Conilable  Carter  yieldiil  up  their  liven.  Curler  •uccumbed  lint  and  wa«  laid 
out  by  InMpr.  FitzKerald,  who  probably  died  ithortly  afli  rwartU. 

There  wen*  alutolutely  no  provinioUN,  nor  any  tiutt  •>(  the  doK«. 
I   have  not  yet   reeeiveil  the  reports  which   Innpr.   Fit/Kerald  would  have  written 
U-fore  he  U'ft  Fort   Mcl'hemon.  and  I  am  then-fore  unable  to  ifive  you  any  informa- 
tion which  would  bear  on  the  iilmTvationx  of  CoriMiral  Dempster  in  hi»  rr-jMirt,  which 
are  a>i  followx: — 

I  naw  the  lint  of  proviiionn  at  .McPhertion  which  the  ill-fateil  party  look  with 
them,  and  was  much  nurpriied  at  the  iinnill  i|uantilie4  taken;  in  fact  I  fe>-l  •■•  rtuin 
that   the  party  niunt   have  been   on  xhort   rntioiM  lonir  U-fore  thr^  tunieil  back. 
I'nder  the  be<«t  poAMibJe  conditioni.  without  any  delay  of  any  kind.  I  do  not  think 
the  party  had  Hufficient  rutionx  to  laxt  them  from  MclMiemon  to  Dawiuin:  but  if 
they  had  kc()t  on  the  rijfht  trail  thiy  would  have  jrot   thmuuh  all  riuht.  a«  they 
would  have  met  with  M-veral  bandii  of  IndiaiiH  from  whom  thiy  could  huve  pur- 
chased  ample   Ruppliet   of   dried    meat.   fwh.   Ac        .\»   to   their  iIorh    I    run    nay 
nothinjr.  a*  all  the  informati<  n  I  coidd  nather  at  >fcPlier«>ii  wu«  that  they  were 
in   fair  i-ondition.       The  Imlian   E*au  employed  by   In«pr.   F'itzeerald   wa«  only 
■  inploved  to  jfuide  them  over  the  Tlijr  Portajfe  and  waa  tlien  ili«ehanref1. 
T  imagine  the  explanation  of  the  limiteil  amount  nf  ration*  taken  bv  thia  party. 
i*  that  they  expii'teil  to  make  a  verv  f|uick  trip,  and  did  not  want  to  load  them«<dveii 
too  heavily,  and  confidently  lonkisl  forwanl  to  <M<ourink'  f'>"<l  from  tlie  Tndian«  alonK 
the  route  to  Dawwoii.       TIad  thev  »uiHie.|«><l  in  eroMinir  the  FTart   river  divide,  it   !« 
altoirether  probable  they  would  huve  encoiinten-d  dome  Tndiann.       Hij?  irame  i«  much 
more  plentiful  on  the  vr*t  «ide  than  on  the  ea«t. 

rndoubtedly  the  ilioanter  overtook  this  party  beeau«'  they  bwt  the  trail  from 
I.ittle  Wind  river;  had  they  had  an  efficient  iruiih'.  thev  wi'uld  have  reached  Dawnon 
in  .afety. 

The  Indian  Knau  whom  he  emplo.vnl  for  a  few  day*,  in  the  *ame  Indian  who 
reached  Duwmui  later  on.  and  on  whoae  report  tl»«'  relief  party  wan  nent  out.  Had 
the  iinrty  tumeil  back  •«  »oon  a*  they  lojit  the  trail  thev  would  have  reached  Fort 
McPher^ion. 

Seven  day-t  were  njient  in  u<<ele«<  fienrchinir:  eon«umin(r  prr>vi.«ion(i,  and  exhau«t. 
inK  nien  and  iIok^  ;  thene  pri'vioiM  iM>ven  ilays  would  have  carried  them  back  to  anfety. 
Tn»peetor  Fit/jnrald  in  hi»  diar>-  irive<i  «ome  inkling  n»  to  what  wan  afTeetinir  hi« 
mind;  it  •ei-m*  to  have  been  the  anxiety  to  i>erfonn  the  patml  and  not  return  to 
Fort  NfcPher^on  defeateil.  Flin  exprcAxion.  '^fy  lant  hope  i<i  (rone  and  the  only  thinjr 
T  can  do  in  to  r»>tum.'  aeenm  to  indicate  thi«.  TIad  he  been  a  le««  experienced 
traveller  than  he  wn«.  1h>  wouM  nurely  have  turned  back  nooner. 

The  cnu«e  of  the  di«a<>ter  may  be  fiumme.1  up  up  a*  follow*: — 

1.  The  «niall  nuantily  of  prnvi«inn«  taken. 

2.  Want  of  an  efficient  miide. 

.1.  Delay  in  warchinir  for  the  )i«t  trail. 
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Till'  heroic  ."ffoit^  to  return  to  Fort  Mrl'lu-rsoTi  liiive  not  lieeii  exceeded  in  the 
itniials  of  Arctic  travel. 

Corporal  Dempster's  reports  show  that  the  iinfortiMiate  men  had  wasted  to 
shadows.  All  were  strong,  powerful  voun;;  men.  nnd  in  the  hest  of  health  and  condi- 
tion when  thc.y  left  on  their  ill-fated  journey,  'llnit  they  should  have  lost  their  lives 
is  greatly  to  be  deplored.  It  is  the  greatest  ti-iifredy  which  has  occurred  in  this  Force 
during  its  existence  of  thirty-seven  years. 

Their  loss  has  been  felt  most  keenly  by  every  nicmber  of  the  Force,  hut  we  cannot 
but  feel  a  thrill  of  pride  at  the  endeavour  they  made  to  carry  out  their  duty,  and  their 
gallant  struggle  for  their  lives. 

I  cannot  e.vpress  it  better  than  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed 
to  me  by  Ilis  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Saskatchewan : — 

While  the  event  brings  deepest  sadness  to  all,  we  feel  that  it  is  only  an  event 

such    as   this   which   can   f^ive   -n'atest   lustre   ami   endurim;   remembrance   to   the 

splendid  I'oree. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  he.  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Fhki).  WniTK,  C.M.O., 
Comptroller  R.N.W.M.  Poli^ 
Ottawa,  Ont. 


(S-d.)       A.  BOWEN  PERRY, 

Commissioner, 


DIARY  OF  INSPECTOR  F.  J.  FITZCERALD.  FOUND  UNDER  THE  BODIES 
OF  CONSTABLES  KINNEY  AND  TAYLOR. 

Twenty-one  below.  Wednesday,  December  21. — Strong  N.  wind,  with  heav.v  mist 
tind  light  snow.  Left  Fort  McPherson  at  7.4.5  a.m.  Nooned  two  spells  up  river  and 
camped  in  Indian  cabin  1.5  miles  up  river.  Going  very  heavy  in  some  places.  15 
miles. 

Seventeen  below.  Thursday,  December  22. — Strong  S.  wind,  with  heavy  mist. 
Left  camp  at  8  a.m.  Nooned  one  hour  and  camped  below  portage  at  3  p.m.  Going 
fair.    18  miles. 

Seven  below.  Friday,  December  23. — Slight  N.E.  wind,  with  heavy  mist.  Left 
camp  at  8.30  a.m.  Nooned  one  hour  and  camped  at  south  end  of  7  mile  portage. 
Snowing  last  night,  making  heavy  going.     17  miles. 

Seventeen  below.  Saturday,  December  24. — Fine,  with  strong  S.E.  wind.  Left 
camp  at  8  a.m.  Nooned  one  hour  above  Colin's  cabin  and  camped  for  night  in  old 
Indian!  camp  at  3.15  p.m.     Heavy  snow  during  night,  making  heavy  going.     16  miles. 

Thirty  below.  Sunday,  December  25. — Light  N.W.  wind,  witb  heavy  mist.  Left 
camp  at  8  a.m.,  and  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Trail  creek  at  10.15  a.m.,  and  loaded  up 
the  cache  of  fish  and  left  at  11.45  a.m.,  and  camped  about  eight  miles  up  Trail  creek 
in  old  camp  at  2.15  p.m.  Going  heavy  on  Peel  river,  good  going  on  Trail  creek.  16 
miles. 

Twenty-four  below.  Monday,  December  26. — Strong  S.E.  wind,  witb  heavy  mist. 
Left  camp  at  7.30  a.m.  Nooned  one  hour  and  camped  at  Indian  encampment  at  1.45 
p.m.,  20  miles  up  Trail  creek.    Going  very  good.     18  miles. 

Thirty-nine  below.  Tuesday,  December  27. — Fine,  with  strong  S.E.  wind.  Left 
Indian  camp  at  7.30  a.m.,  and  travelled  up  Trail  creek  for  five  miles  and  then  went  up 
small  creek,  due  south,  for  seven  miles  and  camped  for  night  at  2  p.m.  Sent  Con- 
stable Kinney  and  Indian  ahead  to  break  trail  for  to-morrow.  Hired  Indian  and  dog 
team  to  help  us  across  80  mile  portage,  paying  him  $3  a  day.  Going  very  bad  all  day, 
had  to  break  through  three  feet  of  snow  and  only  made>  about  12  males.  12  miles. 
Climbed  800  feet. 


l-.,r(,v  t.ir.-.  „.„..s  U.-.....-.ii.>.  l>.-..-„>i-r  -  r  ....•  ,  .  r.>  .  .  ;.,  an..  M-r.>  ....-I, 
ill  hilU.  l>ift  cHiiip  at  N  a.m.,  «ii<i  lruvclltr<l  up  raviiu.-  until  1  p.iii.  Noutiitl  one  hour 
mill  ciiin|N-<l  on  tht-  U|i|icr  ciiii  of  CttritMni  I{i>rii  inuuiitaiii  at  'i.'iu  p.m.  Indian* 
t'oliowiil  iiur  trail  and  cautrlit  u*  up  at  10  u.ni.,  and  all  fani|H5>l  ti>K<-tl>er.  V»-ry  d«*p 
Know  uiid  vrry  uti-rp  climli,  uml  iiiily  inudi'  about  li  mile«.  CliiiiUti  l.tKHi  fwt  from 
camp  until  1  p.m.  At  the  head  of  tlif  inouiituin  tin-  climb  from  Trail  rrtt-k  i»  I.hOU 
fcft.     \'J  iiiilen. 

Thirty-four  U-low.  TliufMlay.  iKHiinlwr  iH.— Fine,  flcar  and  cold  in  vallt^y. 
very  ini>ity  in  liillit.  l>>ft  camp  at  H  a.m.,  and  travcllf<l  down  1)  milM  lu  head  of  imall 
iTM-k  and  followwl  it  to  CarilMiu  rivi-r,  and  camimi  at  atart  of  |>urtaK<'  <"•  Caribou 
river.  Snow  very  d«x'p.  iIorb  very  tire<l.     U  inil«-». 

Fifty-one  bidow.  Friday,  iKtemler  :Wt.  — Fine  with  lii;hl  S.  wind.  IjeU  camp 
at  H.IA  a.m.,  and  travelled  until  i.'W  p.m..  and  only  made  about  nine  mile*.  Snuw 
on  the  iMirtaKe  very  ile«-p  and  Hume  very  ttcep  hilU;  found  it  very  eidd  on  aecouni  of 
KoinK  "o  iilow.     Nine  miles. 

Forty  Udow.  Salunlay,  |)e<-ember  :il. — Fine  with  »tn>iiK  S.  wind.  Saw  the 
nun  to-day.  I^ft  camp  at  7.:t<>  a.m.,  iiiMUied  mie  tunir  ami  cuiii|>e«l  at  .1  p.m.,  fiiiir 
iiiilc-i  down  Mountain  cre4<k.  (ioinK  very  heavy  on  tlu-  |M>rtaKe  and  Mountain  creek. 
Sixteen  mile4. 

Thirty-i-even  Ix-low.  Sunduy,  January  I,  11)11.— Heavy  •now  «tunn  all  day.  I^ft 
ciiiiip  at  xA!>  a.m.,  made  one  drive  and  euin|N'd  in  miiall  cabin  four  Hiile«  almve  moulS 
of  .Mountain  cnt-k  at  -J  p.m.  (ioiiiK  very  heavy,  over  three  fwt  of  *now.  Paid  off 
liMliiiii,  live  day*  comiiiK  and  thn-*-  diiy*  to  return.       Kleven  mile*. 

Thirty-live  below.  .Monday,  .lanuary  2. — Heavy  miow  nlorm  duriiiir  iiiKht  an-l 
all  day.  1.1-ft  camp  at  7.:iO;  had  to  cut  our  way  throuch  the  bu»h  twic«-.  owinif  to 
driftwiMMl  liciiii;  pileil  up  in  tlw-  river;  niMineil  one  Iwiur,  nnil  cam|M<<l  on  the  l'e<-l 
river,  live  niiled  above  Mountain  creek  at  Ij.l.'i  p.m.  tioiiiK  v.ry  heavy  owinu  I"  "h-ep 
■mow.     Ten  mih-K. 

Fortyttix  below.  Tueiday,  .lanuary  :i.— Livlit  riiow  all  day.  I.i>ft  ramp  at  T.-tii 
a.m.;  iKHineil  one  hour,  and  cnm|MMl  at  Waiiuh't  old  tent,  two  mile*  up  Win. I  river  at 
:i.3!>  p.m.  Mouth  of  Wiml  river  i  of  a  mile  alMive  lower  end  of  IWI  river  canyon. 
<>oinK  very  heavy;  doi;<  about  pluvial  out.     Twelve  mile*. 

Forty-wven  Udow.  WeilneHilny,  .latiiinry  4. — .Stn>nir  S.K.  wiml  with  «now.  I>"ft 
iiiiiip  at  «.:«>  n.in. ;  n<Mine<l  one  hour  and  <ain|Nil  at  iM^*  p.m.  tioinjf  very  heavy; 
•  '\iT  thn-t-  feet  of  nofi  niiowk  ino'it  of  tin-  way.     Ten  mih>< 

.Sixty-Jive  below.  Thur«<hiy.  .laniiiiry  .'>.— Fine  with  -liKlit  head  wind.  I.<>ft 
camp  at  K  a.m.,  but  only  went  al>out  tix  milen.  when  we  hail  to  uk  in  the  biixh  and 
make  camp  at  noon,  owinv  to  the  ititen<e  cold;  «i>me  Kliirht  fro«t  bite*  ainoni;  the 
party.     (Joinir  heai-y.  but  a  xlijrhi  improvement  on  the  la*!  few  day*.       Six  mili>«. 

Fifty-four  Ixdow.  Friday.  .Iiinunry  •!. — Very  utmnv  heail  wind  in  p.m..  with 
heavy  mi«t.  I.i'ft  camp  at  •'.."Ml  a.m.;  could  not  noun  on  ac«'ount  of  o|K»n  water,  an 
we  could  not  Kel  on  *hore;  cam|H-d  11  p.m..  at  the  lower  end  of  Mount  rVMi-ption. 
(li.injf  very   heavy,   and   |ol«  of  trouble  with  o|a-n   water.      Fleven   mile*. 

Fifly.one  Udow.  Satiinlay,  ,lanuar>'  7. —  Fine  with  olicht  fair  winil.  I-eft  camp 
III  s  a.m.;  inxineil  one  hour  and  eamixil  at  i.'W  p.m..  »'ix  inihit  Udow  Ijtile  Wind 
river.       (Joinir  fairly  kixmI.  but  had  to  ifo  around  lot«  of  open  water.     Thirtei-n  mili>«. 

Sixty-four  below.  Sunday,  .lanuary  s.— Filn-  with  «troiiir  liead  wind.  I^i-ft  camp 
at  ^.:i<*  a.m.,  ninl  only  made  one  drive  and  f>am|>nl  at  L.tO  p.m..  three  mile*  up  I.itlle 
Wind  river.     <Joinir  ver>-  heavy;  <dow  iroinK  wit'i  inteniu>  e«bl.     Xinc  mile*. 

Twenty-two  Udow.  Monday,  January  0. —  Fine  clear  day:  »liirht  .S.W.  wind. 
U'fl  camp  at  .*<  a.m.;  nnnned  one  hour,  and  cam|ie<l  at  ■'!  p.m..  aUmt  3t)  mileo  up  Little 
Wind.       (ioinir  very  fair;  n  little  heavy  in  p.m.     .Sixteen  mih>*. 

Thirte»'n  below.  Tue*dny.  January  I". — .Stnunr  heail  winil.  with  very  fine  »now. 
T,eft  camp  at  '^  a.m.;  nnoiietl  one  hour  and  oampeil  at  3.1.'>  p.m.  CKmr  ice  raiMl  all 
da.r;  not  frn<Ml  Koins  a*  it  wa-  very  alippery  for  the  dogs;  ferjr  little  water  to  trouble 
im.     Fifteen  mile*. 
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T«viity-twu  liolow.  \VL',li„.siliiy,  Siimiury  II.— Vur.v  inisly  with  .strong  liead 
wiml.  J^!ft  cuiiii)  at  S.IS  u.iii. ;  iiuoued  oiu;  hour  iunl  u:iiiii)f.l  at  :;.'!ii  p.m.  All  the 
rivLT  W!us  ovorHow,  and  we  only  made  about  nim-  miles.  All  liainls  Imd  wet  feet, 
and  we  had  a  very  unpleasant  day.     Nine  miles. 

Thirty-seven  below.  Thursday,  January  12. — Fine  with  -slight  head  wind.  A 
niee  day.  Ix-ft  eamp  at  8  a.m.,  and  stopped  .'i  hours  at  noon,  and  sent  Carter  to  look 
for  purtafji',  but  he  eould  not  find  it.  At  :i  i).m..  found  that  the  river  was  getting 
very  small;  camped  and  sent  Carter  on  alieiid,  and  came  to  tlic  cnnclusiun  that  we 
were  too  far  up.     Twelve  miles. 

Twelve  below.  Friday,  January  i:!.— Snowing,  with  lisht  fair  wind.  1/eft 
camp  at  7.30  a.m.;  came  back  down  the  river  5  miles,  and  went  up  small  creek  4 
miles,  which  Carter  thought  was  Forrest  creek,  but  found  it  was  not,  and  came  down 
2  miles  farther  and  camped  at  l.:50  p.m.,  and  sent  Carter  out  to  look  for  creek 
Fifteen  miles. 

Twenty-three  below.  Saturday.  January  14.— Very  strong  gale  all  da.v.  Could 
not  leave  eamp. 

Thirty-nine  below.  Sunday,  January  15. — Very  mist.v,  with  slight  head  wind. 
Left  camp  at  7.30  a.m.,  and  followed  up  east  branch  of  Little  Wind  river  and  camped 
at  .".15  p.m..  at  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  mouth  of  Forrest  creek.  Cioing  very 
i;n,,il:   a    little   heavy   snow   at    the  start;    the   rest   ,if   the   way   mostly    ice.        Sixteen 

Forty-three  below.  -Monday.  January  K!.— Fine,  with  very  stronfj  S.W.  wind. 
Left  camp  at  7.45  a.m.,  and  travelled  up  creek  for  six  miles,  and  fmind  that  it  wasjiot 
Forrest  creek  and  had  to  return  to  mouth  again  and  camp.  Sent  Carter  f>ut  in  after- 
noon, but  he  had  no  success.     12  miles. 

Twenty-three  below.  Tuesda.y,  January  17. — Fine  in  a.m.,  with  strong  S.W.  wind 
which  turned  to  a  gale  in  evening.  Did  not  break  camp,  sent  Carter  and  Tvinney  off 
at  7.15  a.m.,  to  follow  a  river  going  south  by  a  little  east;  they  returned  at  3.30  p.m., 
and  reported  that  it  ran  right  up  in  the  mountains,  and  Carter  said  it  was  not  the 
right  river.  I  left  at  8  a.m.,  and  followed  a  river  running  south,  but  could  not  see  any 
cuttings  on  it.    Carter  is  completely  lost  and  does  not  know  one  river  from  another. 

We  have  now  only  10  pounds  of  flour  and  8  pounds  of  bacon  and  some  dried  fish. 
.  My  last  hope  is  gone,  and  the  only  thing  I  can  do  is  to  return,  and  kill  some  of  the 
dogs  to  feed  the  others  and  ourselves,  unless  we  can  meet  some  Indians. 

We  have  now  been  a  week  looking  for  a  river  to  take  us  over  the  divide,  but  there 
are  dozens  of  rivers  and  I  am  at  a  loss.  I  should  not  have  taken  Carter's  word  that  he 
knew  the  way  from  Little  Wind  river. 

Thirteen  below.  Wednesday,  January  IS. — Very  strong  S.  gale  last  night  and 
this  morning,  moderated  in  afternoon.  Left  camp,  on  the  return  to  Peel  river,  at 
7.45  a.m.,  nooned  one  hour  and  camped  at  3  p.m.  20  miles  below.  Killed  the  first 
dog  to-night  for  dog  feed ;  hardly  any  of  the  dogs  would  eat  him.  and  had  to  give  them 
a  little  dried  fish.  Our  food  consisted  of  a  small  piece  of  bantiock  and  dried  fish. 
Good  going  on  our  back  trail.    20  miles. 

Twenty-eight  below.  Thursday.  January  10. — Very  misty,  with  slight  S.W.  wind. 
Left  camp  at  7.30  a.m.,  nooned  one  hour  and  camped  about  29  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  Little  Wind  river.  Most  of  the  river  was  overflowed,  and  we  were  at  times  ankle 
deep  in  water.     Killed  another  dog  to-night.     21  miles. 

Twenty-one  below.  Friday,  January  20. — Very  strong  S.W.  gale  all  day.  Could 
not  leave  camp,  it  was  all  we  could  do  to  keep  the  tent  standing.  Ate  the  last  of  the 
flour  and  bacon  to-day.     All  we  have  now  is  some  dried  fish  and  tea. 

Zero.  Saturday,  January  21. — Strong  gale  until  noon,  moderated  in  p.m.  Loft 
camp  at  7.45  a.m.,  nooned  one  hour  and  cnnipi'd  about  12  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
Little  Wind  river.  Nearly  all  dear  ire.  niakiiii;-  the  going  slow.  Ivilleil  another  dog 
to-night.    20  miles. 

Fifty  below  in  a.m.  Sunday.  January  22.  (U  in  p.m.  Very  n:isty.  with  slight 
S.W.  wind.     Left  eamp  at  7.45  a.m.,  nooned  one  hour,  and  camped  five  miles  down 


Kit;  Wiiul  river,  4  p.m.  fioiitf;  very  lu-avy,  our  iilii  trail  iille<i  up  ami  liatl  trouble  with 
water.     Cnrtpr'n  tiiiK<-rit  badly  fro/j-ii.     17  iiiile>>. 

Sixty-four  b^-low.  Monday,  •laiiuiiry  2'-i. — Minty,  with  KtrmiK  head  wind.  Stayed 
over  in  ramp  a*  it  wan  t<M)  i-old  to  travel. 

Fifty-six  bt'low.  Tut^oday,  January  :i4.— Stroujc  S.  wind  with  vt-ry  liravy  nii«t. 
I>;ft  camp  at  7.'-V),  went  iiix  ui  ilex  und  found  tlu-  river  open  ritcbt  aeruoit.  Constable 
Taylor  gut  in  up  to  liiit  wai^t  and  Carter  in  up  to  hi*  lii|Mi,  and  we  had  to  gn  into 
eamp  at  II  a.m.  Cold  inteiiM*  with  all  the  o|ien  water.  Killed  anotlier  dug  and  all 
Imndi*  madi-  a  Kood  meal  on  iIok  meat,     tt  mile*. 

Fifty-three  below.  \V.-.lne-iday.  January  i.'j.— I^ft  ••amp  at  7.3<>  t»  I'Mjk  for  plac« 
to  i-r>m^  .>|H  II  water,  and  iliil  not  .tart  with  d»K"  tmlil  »1.1.  Noi.ni-.|  thre.-  mili<<i  aluve 
.Mount  l><<<'ption  and  i-um|Hd  at  .'l.;^l  p.m.  :;it  n  i!i>4  above  nfoulli.  CioinK  fairly  Rood, 
had  our  ol<l  trail  part  of  the  way.  Kille<l  another  dote  to-night.  Our  foo<l  U  now  doc 
meat  and  tea,     IH  mile*. 

Twenty-one  below.  Thurxiluy,  January  *JII. — Snowing,  with  very  heavy  niitl. 
Left  eamp  at  '.'Ml  a.m.;  Iixtt  three  hour<t  Kettini;  around  open  water,  and  uuoneii  one 
hour,  anil  eum|ie<i  at  :t.:U)  p.m.  (ioinK  very  lu-avy  in  deep  «iiow,  ami  all  handif  and 
''ogH  K>'l(>l>K  Weak.     N   inileii. 

Thirtit<n  Ih'Iow.  Friday.  January  27. — Heavy  xnowitlurm,  with  heavy  Mii»t.  Ix-ft 
eamp  lit  7.:li)  a.m.;  nooned  one  hour,  und  eam|K-<l  at  \Vuui;h'-<  lent  at  2  p.iii.  Svarehni 
tent  und  eaehe  fur  foiMl  but  found  none.  (ioinK  very  heavy.  Killed  another  doir.  We 
have  now  only  nine  iIok«;  the  nttt  are  Bone  for  foinl,     II  inile«. 

Forty-Jive  below.  Snturdav,  .lunuury  ■>•<.-  .Stroiijf  <touth  wind  with  mist.  I.«-fl 
eamp  at  7.45  a.m..  noone<l  one  luuir  tline  mile,  Im-Iow  I'l-cl  river  eanyoii,  and  enni|M-d 
at  one  of  our  old  eampo  at  :t.l.'  p.m.  Taylor  '•iek  laxt  night  and  all  day.  ((oing  very 
heavy;  very  little  "iKii  <>f  ">ir  old  trail.     12  mile*. 

Twenty  Udow.  Sunday,  January  21).— ^Snowing  with  light  X.K.  wind.  Left 
e«uip  at  7.:(«>  a.m.;  nooned  one  hour,  ami  eani|MHl  in  eabin  at  l.;t«l  p.m.,  fire  mile*  up 
Mountain  ereek.  Killeil  another  dog  to-night.  .Miii  and  dogs  ver>'  weak.  Caehi-<i 
one  »I(hI  and  wrup|M'r  and  seven  itingle  dog  liarne«s  hen-.     Ten  miles. 

Fifty-one  below.  Monday,  January  .lo.— Fine  with  light  W.  wind.  l>i-ft  eamp 
at  7.45  a.m.;  no<>ne<i  one  hour  und  euni|Mi|  at  :t.l.'  p.m.,  at  f<H>t  of  big  hill  on  Mountain 
en*«>k.  (ioing  ver>-  heavy;  old  trail  all  tilled  in.  All  hands  fivling  »iek.  iiupp<.H-<l 
to  he  from  eating  ditg'ii  liver.     Fourteen  miles. 

Forty-live  Udow.  Tuesday,  January  31. — Sixty-two  btdow  in  p.m.  Fine  with 
•tight  S.W.  wind.  I^-ft  eamp  at  7.i.'i  a.m.;  had  to  double  up  for  the  tint  1}  mile»: 
noomxl  <ine  hour  and  eamiMnl  at  4.1.'i  p.m..  four  miliM  from  ('orilHiu  river.  (ioing 
heavy;  travelhsl  part  of  the  tiuM-  on  our  ohi  tniil.  but  it  wiw  tille<l  in.  Skin  iieeling 
otT  our  fuees  nnd  parts  of  the  ImmIv,  anii  lips  all  swollen  and  split.       I  «up|Mis4>  this 

,  1  .  I  I  V  fee<ling  on  <log  meat.  Kverybixly  finding  the  eo|i|  very  niueh  for  wont 
1.     Sevent«'n  miles. 

I  ••  ;,,■  Udow  in  a.m.  \Vi'<lni«day,  F'ehruary  I. — Two  Udnw  \u  p  ••»  Fine  with 
-iroiik'  ■'s.^V.  wind.       I^-ft  eamp  at  7.30  a.m.;  n<H>ned  one  Ixotr.  ji>   '  'I  p.m., 

on  the  river  wher««  we  start  around  Caribou  Born  mountain.     I  i  trail, 

but   found   it   very  heavy.        Killed  onotlu-r  di>g  to-night;   tlii-   i  m  we 

have  killi>d,  and  we  bavi-  eaten  miMt  of  them,  ami  fe<l  what  drie<i  h~\,  »,  ii...|  to  tlH- 
dogs.      Sixtet'll  miles. 

Seven  al»>ve  in  a.m.  Thursda.v.  Febriiarv  2. — Twenty-thre<'  below  in  p.m.  Fine 
in  a.m..  very  misty  on  mountain  in  p.m.  T^eft  eamp  at  7  a.m.;  nn<ino<l  one  hour, 
anci  hail  to  eamp  on  the  mountain  at  •'l.:l<)  p.m..  as  we  got  astray  in  the  mist.  (ioin7 
heavy  in  erwk  ;  very  g»Mi,i  on  the  mountain.     Ten  mih's. 

Twenty-six  b«dow.  Fri>lay.  Febriior>-  3. —  Mi«ly  in  a.m.,  elear  in  p.m.  Strong 
N.K.  wind.  I4'ft  eamp  at  7.4.'i,  envssed  the  mountain  by  1..30  p.m.,  ami  eampe<i  on 
Trail  ereek  at  the  mouth  of  the  small  envk.  Kilbxl  another  dog  tit-nigbt,  and  had 
to  feeil  some  of  it  to  the  doirs  as  we  have  no  ilrii-d  tlsh.       Men  nn-I  .l.igs  very  thin 
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nud  wciik,  1111.1  ciiiimit  triivcl  far.  \Vc  luivf  trjivfllcd  iilimit  20(1  inilus  on  dog  meat, 
and  Lave  still  about  100  miles  to  n".  l>ut  I  think  wf  will  make  it  all  rinht,  Ijiit  will 
have  only  three  or  four  dogs  left.     Fourteen  miles. 

Fifty-two  below.  Saturday,  February  4.  Fine  with  sironj.'  S.K.  win<l.  Txft 
camp  at  7.45;  iiooned  one  hour  and  camped  at  'i  p.m.,  eight  miles  down  Trail  creek. 
Going  very  heavy,  and  everybody  suffered  very  much  witli  the  cold.     Eight  miles. 

Forty-eight  below.  Saturday,  February  .0. — Fine  with  strong  S.E.  wind.  Left 
camp  at  7.15  a.m.;  nooncvl  one  liour,  and  campeil  about  eight  miles  further  down. 
Just  after  noon  1  broke  through  the  ice  and  had  to  make  fire;  found  one  foot  slightly 
frozen.  Killed  another  dog  to-night;  have  only  five  dogs  now,  and  can  only  go  a 
few  miles  a  day;  everybody  breaking  out  on  the  b.pdy  iui<l  skin  peeling  off.  Eight 
miles. 

Inspector  Fit/.gerald's  will,  which  was  found  in  one  of  his  pockets,  and  which 
had  evidently  been  written  with  a  piece  of  charred  wood,  read  as  follows: — 

'All  money  in  desijateh  bag,  and  bank,  clothes,  &e.,  I  leave  to  my  dearly  beloved 
mother,  iMrs.  '.lobn   Fitzgeral.l,   Halifax.     (!o,l   bless  all. 

F.  J.  FlTZCKKALl), 

'Ii.N.W.M.P.' 
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RFTURN  TO  DESK  FROM  WHICH  BORROWED 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 

Thi»  book  n  dut  on  the  U.«<  d«lc  Jtampcd  below,  or 
oo  the  liMic  to  which  rcurwvd. 
Rfoewcd  boolu  arc  fub)cct  to  i 
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